
NCD PATHWAY 6 – Inspiring Worship part 2 

What makes a worship service inspiring? 

In part 1 we looked at the definiDon of inspiring and how we can impact on people to want to “do” 
something.  We covered the quesDons of “why” people come, their expectaDon and coming 
prepared to worship. 

Now we will look at specific components in worship and how they make our experience inspiring. 
Does a service have to have music to be inspiring? Does their need to be a sermon every week?  
These a quesDons that I hear being asked all the Dme –  

The quesDons in the survey relate to the degree to which the worship service is inspiring.  The higher 
the quesDon’s result, the greater its contribuDon to the spirituality of the church being passionate. 

As we look at the eleven quesDons related to Inspiring Worship in the survey, seven of the ten 
quesDons can be changed or influenced by the individual and their personal experience. These 
quesDons can be grouped into 7 categories and we will look at the last four in this arDcle. 

1. Why? 

2. PreparaDon 

3. Impact 

4. Preaching the Word 

5. Music 

6. Visitors 

7. ‘The God ConnecDon’ 

4. Preaching the Word 

Q 10 – I feel the sermon in the worship service speaks to my personal situa;on 

Q 25 – I enjoy listening to the sermons in the worship service 

The fact that two quesDons about preaching appear in the Survey indicates its importance to a 
healthy growing church.  The quesDons focus from the perspecDve, and rightly so, of the hearers and 
the impact of the preaching on them.  EffecDve communicaDon always begins with what is heard – 
not what is said. 

There is much discussion about preaching, its purpose, value, styles, etc. However, these quesDons 
point to the essence of preaching: (i) that the preacher is able to take Dmeless Biblical principles and 
apply them in relevant ways to the listener’s life, and (ii) that this is done in an engaging way. I 
believe it was Gordon Fee who said, “The preacher stands between the Word and the people”. 

5. Music 

Q 53 – The music in the worship service helps me worship God 

Like the preaching, music is singled out for special menDon because of its impact on the people and 
to what degree does it make the worship service inspiring. No surprise there. 



Worship music is a minefield. The quesDon is quite direct, and rightly so, on its focus on the music’s 
primary purpose in facilitaDng worship to God.  It is based on what the parDcipants perceive rather 
than on what they are told the chosen music should do for them.  

The quesDon of music in worship has caused conflict for hundreds of years. In the 200’s AD 
instrumental music was shunned because of it being associated with immorality. Flutes and trumpets 
were considered pagan.  It is clear in many places in the Bible however, that we are to use music as 
part of worship, the Psalms is full of praises with voice and instrument. My only comment on this is I 
ask myself the quesDon, “what am I focused on when I acend church and why am I here? Is this 
worship and praise experience for me or for God?”  We are all on our own journey and connect with 
God in different ways, focus on Him, not others and be paDent and loving with each other.  

6. Visitors 

Q 85 – Our worship service aEracts unchurched visitors 

It would seem that most survey parDcipants skip the “unchurched” bit and focus purely on the 
“visitors”.  Most churches are happy to just see new people.  The principal link of this quesDon is with 
Need-oriented Evangelism when we discuss how we acract the “unchurched”. 

7. ‘The God Connec<on’ 

Q 12 – I connect with God in a meaningful way during the worship service 

This brings us right back to point number 1 – the ‘why’ quesDon and in effect, acts as a summary 
quesDon for all of the above. 

The Greek word for ‘church’ – ekklesia – carries the sense of the gathering of God’s people, especially 
before the Lord. The primary reason for gathering together is to worship the Lord and receive from 
Him in ways which enable ongoing spiritual growth to maturity in the context of our daily lives.  Are 
we ‘church’ if when we gather together, the majority of people experience no meaningful connecDon 
with God? 

In what ways does experiencing God in a meaningful way on a regular basis contribute to worship 
services being inspiring? And vice versa. 

Let Everything Praise the Lord – Read Psalm 150 


