
NCD PATHWAY 6 – Passionate Spirituality Part 2 

Con;nuing on from the previous ar;cle we will look at the last 3 categories of ques;ons related to 
Passionate Spirituality, to recap the 5 categories are: 

1. God with us 

2. Prayer 

3. Bible 

4. Belief in the future arises out of percep;ons of the present 

5. Spiritual leadership 

We covered the importance of prayer and feeling that God is part of our number and that being 
“passionate” is the degree to which faith is lived out with commitment and enthusiasm.  It does not 
equate with a par;cular “style” of worship. 

3. Bible 

Q84 – I enjoy reading the Bible on my own  

Q72 – The Bible is a powerful guide for me in the decisions of everyday life 

When denomina;ons discuss the rela;onship between the worshippers and the Bible are very 
numerous and complex. In terms of what dis;nguishes a healthy growing church from one in decline, 
the founda;ons of that rela;onship are actually quite simple. 

It may see an obvious observa;on, but people engaging individually and regularly with their Bible is 
essen;al for spiritual growth and therefore in turn, essen;al for the spiritual growth of their church. 
It is insufficient to believe that the Bible need only be read through the worship service (through 
preaching or group study). 

Reading the Bible needs to be enjoyable and simply pushing “spiritual disciplines” is inadequate. 
Church leaders are always struggling with how to make reading the Bible more aYrac;ve. 

There is a tendency by some people to interpret ques;on 72 through a narrow “filter”. It does not 
mean we “consult” the Bible for instruc;ons on every decision every day but whether biblical 
principles for a strong founda;on for daily life.  Is the Bible providing a framework for how people 
live their lives and grow in faith? 

If people do not regard the Bible as relevant to their daily lives or view it as inaccessible, it no longer 
is a way in which God speaks to them.  It is one of the major issues church leaders face as the pace of 
change in the world impacts how people live their lives. 

4. Belief in the future arises out of percep5ons of the present 

Q52 – I am enthusiasBc about our church  

Q68 – I firmly believe that God will act even more powerfully in our church in coming years 

Most people will form a view about their church’s future based on their current experience and 
percep;ons at the ;me.  A person filled with high passion at the ;me will likely score high in their 
belief of the church’s future and vice versa. 

Ques;on 68 has a focus on belief about God at work in the church.  This ques;on shows that at the 
heart of passionate spirituality there needs to be a clear understanding of the nature of God and His 



purpose, par;cularly when it relates to the Church.  It is a sobering thought that low passion is likely 
to result in a changed view of God Himself. 

5. Spiritual Leadership 

Q74 – Our leaders are spiritual examples to me. 

Ask yourself as a leader two ques;ons: 1. What spiritual example are you seang? And 2. What 
spiritual example do you want to set? 

It has been said that people make up their minds about leadership based on what they see (70%) 
and what they hear (30%).  Hopefully the video matches the audio.  This happens whether leaders 
like it or not. If you don’t know what spiritual example you are seang, you really should find out.  As 
leaders, mentors, disciple makers, parents . . . in whatever we do, we need to be proac;ve in 
becoming effec;ve Spiritual role models. 

What I am saying does not just apply to leaders, but all of us, young and old, as believers in Jesus.   

“Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity” 1 Timothy 4:12


