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Pr Adrian Raethel
NNSW Conference 
President

From Biblical times up to the 
present, women have played a 
vital and leading role in ministry 
including the roles of prophets 
and priests.  It is no coincidence 
that women were the first people 
to carry news of the resurrection 
of Jesus.  We are blessed in this 
Conference to have a number of 
women serving as field pastors 
and departmental directors.  
Discussion about the ordination 
of women continues around the 
world Church.  As you would be 
aware, women are currently com-
missioned and men are ordained.  
In Australia, men and women 
receive exactly the same salary 
and allowances, but according 
to the Church Manual, commis-
sioned women pastors are unable 
to ordain elders and deacons and 
cannot organize or disband a 
local church.  

The Australian Union Confer-
ence Executive Committee took 
action at its mid-year meetings 
to support women in ministry.  
The NNSW Conference Executive 
Committee has endorsed that 
action which states among other 
points to:
- Affirm the ministry of women 
pastors in Australia
- Affirm the desire to see all 
pastors, both male and female, to 
receive equal recognition whilst 
maintaining the unity of the 
world-wide Church
- Encourage all Conferences to 
include both male and female 
pastors in their ministry teams
- Recommend to the General Con-
ference that policy be amended to 
permit commissioned ministers 
to ordain elders and deacons.  

It is my sincere prayer that 
God will continue to guide and 
lead the Church as we navigate 
through this sensitive issue.

Women In Ministry

Russell Halliday
Chief Financial Officer
NNSW Conference

A big thank you to God for His 
many blessings and for the faith-
ful support of North NSW Confer-
ence church members. 

Financial Report Highlights:

1. Surplus of $335k for January 
to April 2021, an improvement of 
$377k on same period 2020.

2. Retained Tithe for January to 
April 2021 is $4.6m compared 
with $4.0m in 2020, gross tithe 
has increased by 14% over previ-
ous year.

3. 56% of tithe was spent on Pas-
tors and Evangelism, 20% world-
wide church, 8% Administration, 
14% Conference Ministries, 1% 
School chaplaincy and 2% Camps 
and Conventions. 

4. We have paid out $85k between 
March and May 2021 to church 
members who suffered financial 
loss as a result of the floods.

5. Church members have raised 
$547k for Big Camp Appeal 2021 
projects (up $191k on 2020) to 
help finish the work. 

6. Big Camp Appeal projects in-
clude digital evangelism, evan-
gelistic film production, church 
multiplication, local mission 
training, etc.
Finally, “go and make disciples of 
all nations” Matthew 28:19.

For more information and access 
to the full version of the financial 
report for June 2021 visit here:
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news/finan-
cial-report-june-2021/ 

Financial Report June 
2021

Alison Buckley
Women’s Ministries Leader Macks-
ville Church

On Sabbath May 22, 35 women 
from the Kempsey, Kempsey 
South, Armidale, Wauchope, 
Macksville, other churches, and 
the community gathered for a 
Women’s Ministries Day at Macks-
ville church around the theme, 
‘Season for Grace’. In the service, 
Sherryn Bailey spoke on ‘What’s 
Your Secret?’ Lynelda Tippo’s trio 
of Armidale ladies provided stir-
ring music and songs alongside a 
rug quoting several Bible verses 
on grace, knitted by a woman 
from Grafton.

In the afternoon, Carly McLean 
spoke on how to deal with bur-
dens in her presentation, ‘Car-
ried’. Lynelda then gave her 
testimony story of grace and 
redemption. Attendees expressed 
their appreciation with comments 
such as, ‘Whole day amazing, 
meeting and checking up with 
old and new friends and singing 
praises together, sermons from 
the three courageous women, 
every part of today was such a 
blessing for me, hearing God’s 
word, gathering with women, 
sharing Jesus, getting rest and 
fulfillment, great lunch!’

Special thank you to Kerry Clem-
ent for her hard work, advice, 
and donations of time and materi-
als, without which the Day would 
not have been such a success.

Women’s Day at 
Macksville Church 

 Kerry Clement,  Carly McLean, 
Lynelda Tippo, Alison Buckley.



The End of Time

Empower Discipleship 
Training

July 14 – August 6
This year’s digital Adventist mes-
sage evangelistic campaign will 
be new, creative and challenging. 
For the first time ever we will be 
presenting the entire series live in 
an interactive format over a series 
of presentations. It will be broken 
into short bite sized sections aimed 
at the YouTube generation that will 
include a presentation, rapid-fire 
Bible study and Q&A. Audience 
participation will be a major fea-
ture and encouraged throughout. 
The series will run from Wednes-
day-Friday evening at 8:00pm, 
commencing July 14 to August 6. 
Please start planning now about 
how you can invite your friends to 
participate.

Where to find our programs
theend.digital
youtube.com/theenddigital
fb.com/theend.digital

September 19-26
The Empower Discipleship Train-
ing program to be held at Hamilton 
church, Newcastle is for church 
members who feel convicted that 
they need to become more involved 
in reaching out for Christ. Sabbath 
School teachers and leaders and 
Personal Ministries people can come 
and receive some practical training 
to be better at what they do as well. 
This is going to be a power packed 
week of Jesus-centred, truth filled, 
teaching and instruction. Every 
church member, especially those in 
active Sabbath School and Personal 
Ministries work would be blessed by 
participating in this training.

Applications opening soon!
For more information email:
CharissaTorossian@adventist.org.au

Pr Abel Iorgulescu
NNSW General Secretary

The North NSW Conference had the privilege of organising and 
hosting the 13th Grey Nomads Camp at Stuarts Point from 7-15 May 
2021. After a year like 2020 with very few face-to-face meetings, 
almost 500 grey nomads from the Northern Territory, Queensland, 
South Australia, Victoria and of course New South Wales came to-
gether to worship, share testimonies, pray, and catch up with good 
old friends. 

The theme for the whole week was ‘Be Ready’ and Pr Darius 
Jankiewicz presented the evening meetings, while Pr Geoff Youlden 
took the morning Bible studies. The messages centered on the 
importance of keeping our eyes fixed upon Jesus - the author and 
perfector of our faith. 

Some of the highlights of the camp included a concert organised by 
Dr Lyle Heise and the vocal ensemble ‘The Promise’ from Avondale 
University College.  Also on the first Sabbath, NNSW Conference 
President Pr Adrian Raethel, Pr John Lang, Dr Allan Lindsay and Dr 
Barry Wright presented and dedicated the ‘Sabbath Walk’, that was 
established with funds raised in 2017 by the grey nomads. The ‘Sab-
bath Walk’ is a 1.6 km path that winds through the bush at Stuarts 
Point Convention Centre, and features 26 sandstone columns that 
present the history of the Sabbath from Creation to Restoration.

The week was also packed with afternoon activities, such as games, 
art, workshops, and of course the Mustang Car Show organised by 
our Trust Services Director Pr Rodney Woods. 

In closing I would like to thank God for another uplifting and safe 
Grey Nomads Camp, and I want to leave you with the words of 
Jesus from Matthew 24:44 NLT: 

“You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will come 
when least expected.”

Be Ready!



One quarter’s Sabbath School 
lessons in 2016 had a theme 
on Jesus’ passionate love affair 
with the poor, down-trodden, 
marginalised and forgotten. The 
challenge of what could be done 
in Ballina struck a chord with Di 
Thompson and Julie Love, Ballina 
Church members.  At that time, 
the Five Loaves soup kitchen in 
Lismore, started by the late Darcy 
Goodwin and then being run by 
Lismore church members, had 
received a new donated van to 
replace their barely-functioning 
old van, so Di and Julie gained 
possession of the old Five Loaves 
Lismore van. A miracle occurred, 
in that they were able to operate 
using that van until a successful 
application to the NNSW Con-
ference Adventist Community 
Services allowed the purchase of 
a new van for Five Loaves Balli-
na. The ACS grant also allowed 
the new van to be fitted out 
with tables and chairs and other 
equipment that can be assembled 
very quickly.

It All Starts With A Meal

Di and Julie were initially as-
sisted by a member of the local 
Aboriginal community, Noel 
Young. Members from Ballina 
and Alstonville churches and 
the wider community became 
involved over time and it is now 
considered to be a ministry of the 
two churches.

The local IGA and subsequently 
Woolworths, Coles and other 
food establishments in Ballina 
and Lennox Head allowed Five 
Loaves to collect surplus food, 
including food with damaged 
packaging, which is used in meal 
preparation and made available 
to clients.

The Ballina church has a room 
which has become a dedicated 
Five Loaves Ballina pantry, with 
storage and commercial refrig-
eration. The church kitchen is 
sometimes used by cooks who 
live a distance from Ballina to en-
sure that meals can be delivered 
hot to clients.

David Keeler
Five Loaves Ballina is a ministry of the Ballina and Alstonville SDA Churches 

providing meals to the needy in the community on Tuesday and Thursday evenings  in front of the Ballina ADRA 
Op Shop.  It commenced serving 3 clients in 2016 and now provides around 30 meals twice weekly, 

as well as distributing surplus food collected from supermarkets, fresh food markets and other stores.

Volunteer cooks operate on a 
5-weekly cycle, many using some 
of the donated food in the meals 
they prepare. They deliver the 
meals to the Op Shop at 5pm for 
distribution by a team of onsite 
volunteers over a 1-hour period. 
(In some circumstances, meals 
are also delivered to clients’ 
homes.) Before COVID-19 restric-
tions were put in place, 2 and 
3 course sit-down meals were 
provided using chairs and tables 
set up on the street verge. Since 
then, take-away meals have been 
provided from the same site. 
There is so much donated food, 
over and above the cooks’ needs, 
that the surplus is distributed 
to clients from self-serve tables. 
Spiritual literature is also freely 
available and volunteers are on 
hand to talk to clients and pray 
with those who are willing. Over 
time a number of Five Loaves 
clients have attended Ballina SDA 
Church and Five Loaves volun-
teers have ongoing contact with 
several former clients.



Multiplying Disciples 
and Churches!
Pr Sven Östring
We need many more Seventh-day 
Adventist churches in our Confer-
ence. If our time on earth lasts, 
our forecast is that we need as 
many as 122 new churches by 
2041 in order to saturate our 
communities with the everlasting 
gospel. How can this challenging 
goal be achieved?

The very first direction that God 
gave us was to multiply. He bless-
ed Adam and Eve and told them 
to multiply. The principle and 
power to multiply is embedded in 
the DNA of every living creature. 
To give you a real-life, fun illus-
tration, there is the potential for 
massive multiplication every time 
you blow the seeds off a dandeli-
on stalk into the wind.

That’s how churches can multiply 
too. Jesus directed His disciples 
to go and make other disciples. 
When we follow His commands, 
we will also multiply churches in 
the process. As Ellen White point-
ed out:

As churches are established, it 
should be set before them that it is 
even from among them that men 
must be taken to carry the truth 
to others, and raise new churches. 
Christian Service, 61.

When every Seventh-day Adven-
tist church understands that the 
Holy Spirit is empowering them to 
multiply, we will become a church 
multiplication movement again. 
Churches in the Tweed, Northern 
Rivers, Mid North Coast, Newcas-
tle and Central Coast are catching 
the vision. Would your church like 
to join the church multiplication 
movement?

Check out the church multiplica-
tion strategy here:
nnsw.adventist.org.au/depart-
ments/church-planting/

Lili Grace 
My experience at Local Missions 
Training (LMT) was truly a bless-
ing. Although initially discour-
aged that Arise was cancelled 
due to COVID, I prayed that God 
would lead me and allow me to 
commit those months to Him still. 
When I heard that there was a 
program going ahead very sim-
ilar to Arise for the same period 
of time, I was very excited to 
see how it would turn out, and 
it turned out even better than I 
expected.

One activity I particularly en-
joyed was the Solitude Camp, 
where we went away to The Log 
Cabin in the beautiful Tweed 
Valley Region for a week. This en-
abled us to truly spend meaning-
ful time alone with God, with no 
distractions. Just what we needed 
to ignite a desire to learn more 
about Him and His Word. 

 The weeks of LMT were filled 
with studying, reflecting, and 
meditating on God’s word. Being 
taught doctrines from the Bible 

that I personally hadn’t heard 
before, was eye opening and 
allowed me to truly understand 
what I believe. Also hearing from 
speakers and pastors that were 
sure and confident in their faith 
was inspiring!

Prior to this course, I was not an 
Adventist. I didn’t know enough 
about the fundamental beliefs, 
nor did I understand the impor-
tance of a lot of valuable truths 
special to the SDA Church. I can 
confidently say that LMT gave 
me the opportunity to explore 
these truths and claim them as 
my own. Because of this, I made 
the decision to be baptised at the 
end of the course with some of 
my close friends (who also com-
pleted the course). This was the 
best decision I have ever made, 
and without LMT, I don’t think I 
would have made it.

I encourage everyone to take the 
opportunity to learn and study 
the Bible more in any capacity 
you can! Whether part of a pro-
gram or just on your own, it will 
truly change your life, like it did 
mine!

An Ignited Desire 

Local Missions Training is an 
eleven week discipleship program 

where students learn about the 
Seventh-Day Adventist faith, how 

to share and defend the faith. 
Through this course, the students 

gave weekly Bible Studies at Tweed 
Valley Adventist College and did 

doorknocking outreach.

Check out the LMT video here:  nnsw.adventist.org.au/local-missions-training
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PSALM 23 : FIND-A-WORD

Read Psalm 23 and find all the words below!

Rachael Thomson 
On the 6th of May, the North NSW Confer-
ence Office celebrated the dedicated work 
of our Administrative Assistants. Our lovely 
administrative assistants were blessed to 
go out for a delicious lunch to celebrate. 
While the women were away, our very own 
President Adrian Raethel and General Sec-
retary Abel Iorgulsecu kindly and humbly 
stepped in to answer calls and requests on 
the reception desk.  They both did a superb 
job and we are blessed to have leaders in 
our church who can step up to the challenge 
when a job is needed to be filled. 

President and General Secretary On Call



 VEGAN PLUM SKILLET CAKE

2½ cups wholemeal spelt flour
4 tsp baking powder
1¼ cup coconut sugar
pinch salt
1½ cups soy milk

Method:
1. In a large bowl combine flour, baking powder, salt and coco-
nut sugar. Mix to combine.
2. In a separate bowl, mix together soy milk, oil, apple cider 
vinegar and vanilla.
3. Pour liquid mixture over dry mixture and mix to combine.
4. Transfer batter to a lightly greased skillet, I used a cast-iron 
skillet.
5. Cut plums and place on top of cake cut size up, push into the 
batter slightly. You can use as many plums as you like and will 
fit on your cake.
6. Bake in the oven at 180 C for about 45-50 mins or until a 
toothpick comes out clean

½ cup grapeseed oil or other 
neutral oil like avocado
1 TBSP apple cider vinegar
1 TBSP vanilla
12-14 small plums, cut in half, 
pips removed

Find this recipe and lots more 
online at hazelandcacao.com

Ingredients:

The Sabbath Walk trail at the Stu-
arts Point Convention Centre was 
officially opened and dedicated 
at a special ceremony, Sabbath 
afternoon 8 May at the Grey 
Nomads camp.  Commencing at 
the Prayer Chapel and continuing 
for 1.6 kms around the camp-
ground, it consists of some 26 
sandstone columns topped with 
plaques that trace and describe 
the history of the Sabbath from 
Creation, through Bible times, 
human history and through to 
the Second Coming and New 
Earth.  Labour, machinery and 
funds to construct the walk were 
donated by Grey Nomads and 
in particular, members of sur-
rounding churches.  The project 
was lead by retired Conference 
President Pr John Lang.  Having 
completed the walk, campers are 
invited to pick up a booklet from 
the Camp Office as a memento of 
their experience.

A Project, A Walk and 
A Dedication

David Haupt
ADRA/ACS Director

A total of $85,500.00 of 
assistance was provided to 
Adventist families that has been 
impacted by the floods.

Thank you for the generosity of 
God’s church and it’s leaders in 
the NNSW Conference as well as 
for the AUC for their assistance.

Flood Relief Fund 2021



Enquiries
The NorthPoint Bulletin is printed 10 
times per year by the Adventist Church 
(North New South Wales Conference).

Editor Marta Rutkowska
Phone (02) 4951 8088
Email northpoint@adventist.org.au
Website nnsw.adventist.org.au

Contributions
We would love to share local news with 
the conference in print or online. Please 
send through relevant contributions to 
the above contact address.

Disclaimer: Articles express the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Don’t miss out on the 
excitement. Get the conference 
news straight to your inbox!
nnsw.adventist.org.au/
northpoint-bulletin

Visit our website for the latest 
news and events.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-
and-events

Subscribe to 
NorthPoint 
online!

Pr Rodney Woods
As a Mustang owner I find many 
opportunities to talk to men at 
service stations, shopping car 
parks and traffic lights about a 
car that only some 3 years earli-
er, I knew very little about!  Men 
being men, the topic of occupa-
tions would soon arise and when 
they find out that I am a pastor in 
the Seventh-day Adventist church 
their eyebrows start to rise.  “A 
religious person that is interested 
in motor cars?!”.  
The subject quickly turns back 
to the Mustang and its statistics, 
and then Mustangs in general, 
and then often, their experience 
of “muscle cars”.  A connection 
is made.  A sharing that breaks 
down the barriers of religion.  A 
handshake and a smile later, and 
he walks away thinking “not all 
religious people are Bible bash-
ers” and I walk away praying 
“God, I hope a door has been 
opened in that man’s life”.
It was with this background in 
mind that I suggested to Abel Ior-
gulescu the General Secretary for 
the North NSW Conference, that 
there might be some Grey No-
mads who might like a visit from 
the Mustang Club.  He advised me 
that he had a day with nothing 
booked in and I said, “Let’s see 
what we can do”.  Neville Cooper, 

Grey Nomads meet Mustang Muster!

President of the Port Macquarie 
chapter was very enthusiastic.
All the drivers who came had a 
fantastic time interacting with 
our folk.  Conversations were 
had, pleasantries were made 
and one of the car owners went 
home the proud winner of a 
trophy which said: “Seventh-day 
Adventist Grey Nomads – Mus-
tang – The People’s Choice Award 
– 2021”.  Some of these guys had 
met Seventh-day Adventist’s 
before but knew very little about 
us.  None of them had ever been 
near a Seventh-day Adventist 
church or church event.
Nevelle in his article for printing 
in the PONYexpress wrote:
“All I can say on behalf of all of 
those who attended, is that it was 
a fantastic afternoon, with both 
a rolling and static display of our 
Mustangs…Congratulations to 
Peter Murgatroyd with his yellow 
’70 Mach 1, for taking out the 
Trophy…and a ‘very big thank 
you’ to Rodney and the Conven-
tion Centre team for organising 
this event, we’re sure to attend 
again given an invitation.”
Praise God!  My take home 
message of that day was simply 
this: if we are willing to use the 
gifts God has given, doors can be 
opened, barriers can be broken, 
lives can be changed.  

The trophy winning Mustang Pr Rodney Woods presenting the “People’s 
Choice” award to Peter Murgatroyd


