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The ‘He Promised’ Prayer 
Conference 2020 was held March 
6th-8th. It is a significant event 
for our conference with over 200 
people in attendance from all 
across Australia. The conference 
was blessed to have Sebastien 
Braxton, Nina Atcheson and Louis 
Torres who spoke about the Holy 
Spirit. There were testimonies, 
answers to prayers and prayer 
ministries shared throughout all 
the programs. 

The main speaker Sebastien 
Braxton explained that “the goal 
was to really focus on the promise 
of the Holy Spirit and the idea that 
this is not just a promise but it is 
the promise and that the seeking 
of the Holy Spirit is intrinsically 

connected to prayer itself.” The 
conference was filled with people 
of all age groups and they all 
came for one purpose to pray 
together. “It was just powerful 
from start to finish. God provided 
in a wonderful way” says Charissa 
Torossian, Prayer Ministries 
Director. 

The speakers carried the word 
of God into the hearts of people 
and moved them like never 
before. Sebastien Braxton further 
explained “we found that prayer 
was actually the basis for the 
event, not the messages. The 
messages were always preceded 
by prayer, followed by prayer and 
we left recognising our need to 
actually go back to God in prayer.”

In response to the growing threat of 
the coronavirus outbreak, the North 
New South Wales Conference Executive 
Committee has made the decision to 
cancel Big Camp and Grey Nomads for 2020. 

Over the past weeks, Conference 
leadership have been assessing the 
risk involved with the running of these 
events, taking recommendations from 
medical professionals and local health 
authorities. Although these are very 
important events on the calendar, the 
priority is the wellbeing of members 
and staff.

The NNSW Big Camp has over 3000 
attendees each year and is one of the 
key spiritual emphasis events that the 
Conference facilitates. Many members 
travelling from all over the state 
and the country congregate to hear 
inspirational local and international 
speakers which make this event the 
spiritual highlight of the year for 
many families. However, in a camping 
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With the rise in Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
cases in an increasing number of 
countries, the Australian Union 
Conference is reiterating the advice 
given by the General Conference 
Health department. This information 
is very important for church activity 
facilitators and members. Guidelines 
include instructions on potluck lunches, 
communion services, church cleaning 
and communication resources. This 
information is particularly valuable for 
health directors, deacons and anyone 
involved in the preparation of food.

As precautions and guidlines are changing 
rapidly, please find up-to-date information 
on the conference website.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news

West Wallsend church held a special 
worship service which commemorated 
their 10 year anniversary on the Sabbath 
afternoon of 22nd Feb 2020. Around 
100 people including Pr Adrian Raethel, 
President of the NNSW conference, 
attended the service to celebrate. The 
service was full of gracious praises, 
starting with the beautiful music of the 
church orchestra, and followed by reading 
of the poem of gratitude, and the choir of 
all church members. The service lifted up 
the Lord who have led the church for the 
last 10 years and provided all the grace to 
them abundantly. Read the full story at
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news

Pr Adrian Raethel, President

The effects of the coronavirus continue 
to be felt around the world and are 
starting to have a significant impact on 
Church operations.  As you are aware, 
four Australian conferences so far have 
cancelled their Big Camps for 2020 along 
with our Grey Nomads camp here in 
NNSW.  Other events that are at risk 
include the PNG evangelistic project 
(where it is planned to conduct up to 2000 
simultaneous evangelistic campaigns with 
presenters from all over the world) and 
the General Conference Session.  There 
could be further implications for weekly 
worship services in the future.  We urge 
all congregations, members and visitors to 
take every possible precaution to prevent 
the spread of the virus including personal 
and cough hygiene.  Resource and 
information sheets, bulletins and updates 
have been circulated to all pastors.

While the Conference faces this threat 
along with some financial challenges, we 
will not be distracted from our strategic 
focus areas of:

• Growing spiritually
• Serving humanity
• Making disciples and
• Spreading the gospel

Projects that are currently underway 
or planned for the future include the 
following:
Church plants

The Entrance
Newcastle CBD
Newcastle University 
4D Living (Newcastle)
Seeds house church (Newcastle)
Bellingen
South West Rocks

Centres of Influence
Manna Haven café, Byron Bay
Juice bar & Op shop, Raymond Terrace
Food Farmacy café, Cardiff.

The Faith FM breakfast show is produced 
live in the Conference Office 5 days a 
week and broadcast Australia wide on the 
Faith FM network. We acknowledge and 
appreciate the tireless work of church 
members who have supported their local 
communities through the drought and 
bushfire crisis.

We are certainly living in interesting 
times. We have a golden opportunity to 
point our neighbours, friends and non-
believing relatives to the God of Hope in 
a period of uncertainty and instability.  
May God give us grace and courage as we 
continue to grow His kingdom here in 
NNSW.

PNG for Christ

Church Structure 
Review Meetings

Conference Wide 
Offering April 25

New Change My Life 
edition out now!

COVID-19: Guidelines 
for Local Churches

West Wallsend 
Church 10th Birthday

2020 is spiritual harvest time in Papua 
New Guinea. The church offering on 
April 18 will fund Bibles, discipleship 
& doctrinal resources for the new 
members as well as simple churches: 
steel building materials for simple 
structures built locally by members. You 
can donate online via the eGiving app or 
website, just search for “Camp Mission 
Offering 2020 (PNG for Christ).

Due to travel restrictions, the Church 
Structure Review meetings planned for 
the month of April have been cancelled 
until further notice.

Each year, the Big Camp Appeal 
empowers fellow-members to develop
and implement cutting-edge activities to 
win souls for God’s kingdom. Even though 
Big Camp is not happening this month, 
April 25 remains an opportunity for you 
to invest directly in front-line outreach 
efforts. You can also donate online via the 
eGiving app or website, just search for “Big 
Camp Appeal 2020 (NNSW Conference)”. 
Thank you for your generosity.

Enquiries
The NorthPoint Bulletin is printed 10 
times per year by the Adventist Church 
(North New South Wales Conference).

Editor Maddy Voinea
Phone (02) 4951 8088
Email northpoint@adventist.org.au
Website nnsw.adventist.org.au

Contributions
We would love to share local news with 
the conference in print or online. Please 
send through relevant contributions to 
the above contact address.

Disclaimer: Articles express the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Don’t miss out on the 
excitement. Get the conference 
news straight to your inbox!
nnsw.adventist.org.au/
northpoint-bulletin

Listen to the latest NNSW 
Conference Newscast on our 
news and events page.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-
and-events

Subscribe to 
NorthPoint 
online!

The NewsCast
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Effective Structures (Part 1)
By Gillian Knight - NNSW NCD 
Coordinator

Our last three topics, Passionate 
Spirituality, Holistic Small Groups 
and Loving Relationships, are to a 
high degree reliant on the individual 
and their relationships with God and 
others. The characteristic of Effective 
Structures, while it has to have “buy in” 
by individuals, the planning behind it 
can be changed by the leadership of the 
church.

As a Conference-wide movement, this 
characteristic currently scores the 
lowest.

The questions in the survey related 
to Effective Structures are defined as 
“the degree to which the organisational 
structure of the church actively 
contributes to the healthy growth of 
the church”. The higher the question’s 
result, the greater its contribution to the 
effectiveness of the structures.

As we look at the questions related to 
Effective Structures in the survey, the 
questions can be grouped into 4 main 
themes and we will look at the first two 
this month.
1.   Effectiveness of existing    
      organisational structure
2.   Planning
3.   “Are we heading somewhere?”
4.   Empowering individuals to   
      play their part

1. Effectiveness of existing 
organisational sturcture
Q 57 – I understand clearly how the 
different parts of our church work 
together
Q 60 – It is my impression that the 
organisational structure of our church 
hinders church life rather than promotes 
it (neg)

Ask the question (you may be surprised 
at the answer) – “Does everyone know 
how the church functions?” and if they 
do, “why does it function that way?”.  Do 
the members know who is responsible 
for what; who makes decisions and how; 
who they approach to get questions 
answered; and how the different parts 
fit together as a whole?  How clearly is 
this communicated? Most importantly, 
for people to feel part of the church, they 
need to know where they fit into the 
picture.

Those of us die hard Adventists may 
know all the ins and outs of the church 
structure from top to bottom – but 
consider not just new comers, but the 

next generation.  They look on at what 
happens, or in some cases doesn’t 
happen, and ask “Why?”  Even as a long 
time Adventist, I look at some things we 
do and ask why . . .

Structures can hinder growth by being 
chaotic and disorganised at one extreme 
or totally unadventurous and inflexible 
at the other. The vital issue is whether 
people perceive the organisational 
structures as clear, dynamic and flexible 
enough to actually support growth, 
much like the skeleton grows and adapts 
as the body grows.

2. Planning
Q 91 – The activities of our church are 
well planned and organised
Q 18 – The leaders of the ministries of our 
church meet regularly for planning
Are the church leaders proactive or 
reactive?
Do they approach everything in an 
organised way or are people always 
scrambling to get things done, jumping 
from one thing to the next and putting 
out spot fires. Is there a sense that 
energy is wasted for no good reason?

Have you experienced a scenario in your 
church where the leaders in the church 
come up with a brilliant idea and then 
announce to the church that “we are all 
going to do it”, “we have two weeks to 
get it done” and you need to “love it and 
feel passionate” about it. 
 
There are three groups that make up a 
church, the thinkers or dreamers (head), 
the doers (or hands and feet) and the 
lovers (or heart).  We need all of us to 
make something happen, but often the 
head takes charge and forgets to ask 
the rest.  For all of us to take part, we 
all need to feel or see the reason for 
the exercise.  If we continue to give on 
something we have not been a part of 
(planning or believing in), it becomes an 
“irrational sacrifice”.

Planning is giving opportunities for 
regular decision making; people in 
authority to make those decisions and 
being accountable for them; setting 
priorities; assessing the fruitfulness 
of ministries and activities; allocating 
precious resources and communicating 
all that to the congregation in a coherent 
way.

“He is the one who gave these gifts to the 
church: the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 
Their responsibility is to equip God’s 
people to do his work and build up the 
church, the body of Christ, until we come 
to such unity in our faith and knowledge of 
God’s Son that we will be mature and full 
grown in the Lord, measuring up to the 
full stature of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-13

NCD PathwayExecutive Reportenvironment for an extended period 
of time where hygiene can often be 
compromised, there is an increased risk of 
an outbreak. Grey Nomads poses unique 
concerns with travellers from all over the 
country and many high-risk attendees.

Over the past weeks, the risk of 
coronavirus in Australia has increased 
and with flu season just around the 
corner, we encourage all of our churches 
and members to take necessary 
precautions to ensure the health of 
their family. Please familiarise yourself 
with recommendations by state 
health authorities and employ general 
preventative measures when around 
people. 
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