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North New South Wales Conference News

On the weekend of February 
25-27, 130+ delegates from 
churches across our Confer-
ence and outside of it, gath-
ered together at Stuarts Point 
to pray. Prayer Conference 
is an annual event in the life 
of our Conference, for young 
and old, designed to encour-
age spiritual revival and 
renewal in our lives, helping 
us to have a closer walk with 
Jesus. Our theme this year 
was, “Acts Again,” focussing 
on what we can learn about 
prayer from the experience 

of the early Church in the 
book of Acts. We were tre-
mendously blessed to hear 
Spirit-filled messages from 
Pr Justin Torossian, Hana Na-
kagawa, Pr Abel Iorgulescu 
and Tom Kent. Marleta Fong, 
Sanja Kitevski, and others 
wonderfully ministered to 
us with their musical gifts. 
Seasons of united prayer 
and powerful testimonies of 
answers to prayer were so 
inspiring. Of note, we had 
a children’s program for 
the first time, run by Celia 

Moncrieff, and it was a huge 
success. After the challenges 
COVID brought us last year, 
it was timely that we could 
intercede together for the un-
folding crisis in Ukraine, and 
for the flood crisis that was 
developing here in Australia 
too. Make Movono, who was 
a first-time delegate to Prayer 
Conference said of her expe-
rience, “It’s been amazing. 
More than I ever imagined.” 
Praise God!

‘ACTS AGAIN’ NNSW PRAYER CONFERENCE 2022
Charissa Torossian
NNSW Prayer Director



A recent press conference with 
NSW Premier Dominic Perrottet 
has etched itself in my mind. He 
was standing in one of the recent 
flood locations flanked by heads of 
emergency agencies, looking some-
what weary and was reflecting on 
the last couple of years. His words 
were to the effect that NSW has been 
through an extraordinary time with 
drought, fires, floods, COVID and 
more floods. But not just any floods, 
this time record flooding and flood 
waters where they haven’t been seen 
before. We have all been impacted 
by the devastation and destruction 
we have witnessed particularly in 
the Northern Rivers and Tweed 
region. Churches and at least one 
Adventist school suffering significant 
water damage; homes and business-
es completely submerged.  

But amidst the pain, heartache and 
damage, a silver lining. Churches 
opened up as temporary evacuation 
centres with members providing hot 
soup, drinks, a safe dry place. Op 
shops opening their doors to allow 
those impacted to take clothing and 
other items free of charge. Truck 
loads of food being organized from 
the Food Bank and Sanitarium. 
Hundreds of food parcels being pre-
pared to distribute around affected 
areas. Church members spending 
their weekends including Sabbath to 
demonstrate practical Christianity 
by helping to clean up properties 
covered in mud and debris. Immedi-
ate financial assistance being made 
available to church and community 
members thanks to our partnership 
with the Australian Union Confer-
ence and your generous support. 
Members around the Conference and 
from further afield contacting the 
Office asking, “What can we do?”  

Pr Adrian Raethel
NNSW Conference 
President

Pr Jonathan Valls has been appointed as the Trust Services director for both the 
Greater Sydney and North New South Wales Conferences.  He replaces Pr Rodney 
Woods who accepted a call to the South Queensland Conference late last year.  Pr 
Valls has been serving as the senior pastor of the Wetherill Park Church in Sydney.  
He comes with a background in law, administration and ministry.  From early 
March, he will be available for appointments and consultation and will be at our 
Big Camp from 15-23 April at Stuarts Point.  To book an appointment, please call 
Kristin Curson on 02 4951 8088.

Aisha Chacon
Church Member

Watch the Flood Fund Appeal video here

The world we are living in is steadily declining. As you look around, you 
will see devastating things happening. You may have seen and heard 
of the floods affecting the Northern Rivers recently. This has had some 
disastrous effects on my local Church, Murwillumbah Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. The Sanctuary, the Sabbath school rooms, kitchen and 
bathrooms were flooded and filled with mud. While there has been a 
lot of damage done, the leaders of our Church still wanted to go ahead 
with a Sabbath program. Many members from our Church turned up 
all throughout the week to assist in the clean-up of the building, and 
provide food for all the helpers. With a hard week of cleaning and God’s 
help, we managed to have the Sanctuary clean enough to hold Church 
and even a baptism! All we had was a concrete floor and some plastic 
chairs, but the Holy Spirit was ever so present that day. Pastor Boris and 
Marlena Jovinov were able to baptise their son Noah, and because of his 
public stand to follow Jesus, 8 other people made the decision to be bap-
tised as well. After the baptism, 150 people from our Church went out 
into the community to serve homes that had been severely affected by 
the floods. During this time, our members took the opportunity to pray 
with the families before leaving and this was a huge blessing as we were 
able to invite people to Church for the following Sabbath. Even though 
times have been difficult, God has been good. Thank you to all who con-
tributed to the clean up, and I ask that you would keep those affected in 
your prayers. 

Church members and pastors have 
provided physical, material and 
emotional support not only through 
the emergency response phase but 
also the on-going recovery phase.  
Church members and pastors being 
the hands and feet of Jesus.  

The Conference has set up an emer-
gency response fund to provide im-
mediate financial support to church 
and community members affected by 
natural disasters. Donations can be 
made on the eGiving website, “Adven-
tist Community Services DGR Offer-
ing NNSW”, and is the 5th item down 
on the list, 
https://egiving.org.au/Conference%20
Church%20(NNSW)  

Alternatively, donations can be made 
directly into the Conference bank 
account: 
Westpac Bank
SDA Church NNSW Ltd
BSB 032 509
ACC 151 182
Reference: ACS Emergency response
Send email to nnswaccounts@ad-
ventist.org.au detailing the amount 
and date when deposit was made if 
requiring a receipt.
Donations can also be made to ADRA: 
https://www.adra.org.au/project/disas-
ters/.
Donations over $2 for emergency 
response by any of the above means 
are tax deductible.  

I’m reminded of the words of Jesus 
and His description of what will oc-
cur in the final judgement.
  

“And the King will say, ‘I tell you the 
truth, when you did it to one of the 

least of these my brothers and sisters, 
you were doing it to me!’” 

Matthew 25.40 NLT.  



On Sabbath 29th January the Newcastle Polish Church had the 
privilege of praising God for the life and health of their dear 
Ukrainian sister Stefania Petryk. She is a faithful and long 
serving member of the church. Along with beautiful flowers 
and prayers of gratitude to God, the church wished sister Petryk 
continued guidance in her life by God as well as physical and 
spiritual health, and most of all the hope of eternal life with God!

Chris Edwards 
“I come here today to 
be baptised through 
Jesus and ask that you 
allow the Holy Spirit 
to wash over me and 
through me. I know 
that at times things will 
be hard and at times 
things will seem im-
possible. But through 
the death of Your only 
begotten son Jesus 
and the help of the 
Holy Spirit, I can turn 
around from my sinful 
nature and begin my 
walk with You. Amen.”

Zoe Cafarella
For Zoe, Jesus has been 
there through her dark 
times and is now the 
light that she focuses 
on.

Zoe Giles
Zoe shared her favour-
ite verse Psalm 119:105 
as she wants Jesus to 
be the light that shines 
on her path and guides 
her life.

Emma Breedon
Even though Emma 
didn’t grow up with 
Christ fully in her life, 
she always believed 
in Him. At the age of 
16 Emma decided to 
get baptised but every 
time she would get 
close to choosing a 
date, something would 
go wrong and eventu-
ally she walked away 
from it all. But this 
year (8 years later) 
Emma was finally able 
to be baptised. God is 
good!

Amy Breedon
“I grew up with God 
my whole life, I was 
about 8 years old 
when I gave my heart 
to Jesus, at the age of 
15 I decided I wanted 
to be baptised into 
Christ and continue my 
journey with him. I’ve 
had my ups and downs 
on my journey since I 
made that decision but 
I always went back to 
God and 5 years later 
I have finally been 
baptised and I’ve never 
been so blessed. I’m 
forever grateful for 
my decision to follow 
Christ Jesus.”

Juliana Muniz
RECORD Editor

Murwillumbah Adventist Church (NSW) celebrated the ordina-
tion of their Pastor Ashley Smith on February 19. The service 
was conducted by North NSW President Pastor Adrian Raethel, 
secretary Pastor Abel Iorgulescu, Ministerial Secretary Pastor 
Cranville Tooley and Pastor Paul Geelan. Converting in 2010, 
Pastor Smith started serving in ministry as a Bible worker at 
his church in Lismore and was later appointed outreach coor-
dinator of the discipleship training program ARISE.

Hana Nakagawa
NNSW Bible Worker 

This year, ASOC (Adventist Students on Campus) was a little different. 
Usually we have many posters of the activities that we offer, trying to 
attract people into the club. But what happens is that people don’t under-
stand what ASOC is, and people usually think we are an adventure club. 
Through prayer, ASOC leadership decided to have a slogan “Wholistic, 
Christian, Community”. The only thing we did was a spiritual survey with 
the students. We prayed that God would send ripe fruits who are spiritu-
ally ready to be picked up! 

During orientation week, it was very hot and we were the only stall which 
offered a cold drink to students. Many students came to our stall, and did 
a spiritual survey. With the new restrictions on campus, only students 
were allowed to be on the stall, that meant Lawson and I (Bible workers) 
couldn’t be there. But 5 faithful Adventist students took turns and did a 
survey with the students, while Lawson visited all the other stalls and 
invited everyone to come to the ASOC stall. 

In total, 60 people completed surveys or signed up. We were blessed to have 19 students sign up for group Bible study, 
and 10 people wanted both individual and group study. On the first Sabbath, we had 14 new seekers in CARE groups 
and 6 brand new seekers in our church. Praise God for His provision.

Annalise Tufi
Church Member 

From the 19th of February – the 26th of February 2022, Newcastle 
Samoan Seventh Day Adventist Church (NSSDAC) Youth lead out a 
Week of Spiritual Emphasis, featuring thought provoking, inspiring 
and powerful insights by Falepau Aumalaga. Titled “Prison Break: 
Step Into Your Purpose”, each message was curated around the idea of 
how we as individuals are entrapped by situations (prisons) we make 
ourselves – whether it be financial hardship, fear of failing, depres-
sion, suicide, addiction or the duplicity of serving the world whilst 
also attempting to follow God. We as the youth recognised the imper-
ativeness of tackling issues that plague the next generation of leaders, 
that are not necessarily discussed within church. With each prison 
we discussed, Falepau also provided an escape plan. Delving into the 
Word, we explored spiritual, mental and physical forces at play that 
lead to circumstances we do not envision for ourselves and revisited 
the idea of purpose. In light of the current milieu and social climate 
we continue to face, it almost becomes second nature for our youth to 
forget the plans, purposes and promises God has already predestined 
and ordained over their lives. Once we are enlightened to the truth of 
God, we begin to take the necessary steps to overcome our hardships 
and persevere onward. Incorporating energetic hosting, hilarious ice-
breakers, incredible art segments, creative videography, wholesome 
song services as well as the deep and electric wisdom of Falepau Aum-
alaga, NSSDAC Youth achieved to create a space of vulnerable worship 
and fellowship catered to the youth by the youth, all resulting in the 
welcoming of a new member, Mrs Carol Mohr, to our family through 
baptism. The daily services highlighted the talents and capabilities of 
the youth, and something we intend to be a staple for our youth in the 
years to come.



Enquiries
The NorthPoint Bulletin is printed 10 
times per year by the Adventist Church 
(North New South Wales Conference).

Editor Marta Rutkowska
Phone (02) 4951 8088
Email MartaRutkowska@adventist.org.au
Website nnsw.adventist.org.au

Contributions
We would love to share local news with 
the conference in print or online. Please 
send through relevant contributions to 
the above contact address.

Disclaimer: Articles express the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Don’t miss out on the 
excitement. Get the conference 
news straight to your inbox!
nnsw.adventist.org.au/
northpoint-bulletin

Visit our website for the latest 
news and events.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-
and-events

Subscribe to 
NorthPoint 
online!

Marriage Enrichment
Seminar

Where: 
Family Ministry's Tent

When:
2-4pm Mon - Fri

Cost:
Free Attendance, 

$100 for 7 Principles
Couples Gottman Kit 

Join us as we unlock the 7 Principles that make
marriage really work. Based on the research of best-

selling author Dr. John Gottman.

Register for Kit here:

Looking for easy, nutritious meal options, including 
desserts? Check out Simply Better Foods – Better Books 
& Food’s very own food line. Tasty, affordable, and with 
wheat-free, dairy-free options. Available at Better Books 
& Food. Made with love at your very own NNSW Camp-
ground at Stuarts Point.

Free tasting at Big Camp Super Sunday  – 
17th April : 10am - 2pm




