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The North New South Wales Confer-
ence’s annual Grey Nomads Camp will 
be held from 6-15 May, 2022, at the 
Adventist Convention Centre, Stuarts 
Point, NSW. The event is open to grey 
nomads from across Australia (and 
beyond!), and is an excellent opportuni-

ty for retirees to meet and fellowship 
together. Applications are now avail-
able via the NNSW website. Speakers 
are: Pr Justin Lawman and Pr Ashley 
Smith. For more information, contact 
Ros on (02) 4944 3221 or 
greynomads@adventist.org.au.

 

North New South Wales Conference News

GREY NOMADS 2022   |   6TH - 15TH MAY

Applications close 4pm on Monday 7th March, 2022.



Towards the end of 2019 after 
experiencing devastating drought 
and bushfires, many were hoping 
that 1 January 2020 was going to 
usher in a less traumatic year.  
Then there was COVID phase 
one.  Towards the end of 2020, 
after many months of lockdowns, 
outbreaks, postponements, can-
cellations, hospitalisations and 
even deaths due to the pandemic, 
many were hoping that 1 Janu-
ary 2021 was going to usher in a 
better and less disruptive year.  It 
looked positive for a few months 
then there was COVID phase 
two which resulted in another 6 
months of interruptions, changes, 
more hospitalisations and a new 
strain of the virus called Omicron.  
Now that we have passed 1 Jan-
uary 2022, what is it that you are 

hoping for?  If our eyes are only 
fixed on the things of this earth, 
the chances are that you are go-
ing to be disappointed again.

The four strategic focus areas of 
the Conference as voted at the 
last constituency meeting are:

- Growing Spiritually
- Serving Humanity
- Making Disciples
- Proclaiming the Gospel.

This year, the emphasis through-
out the Conference is on Making 
Disciples.  This theme will feature 
at Big Camp and at other events 
throughout the year with the 
subtitle being “Impact 1”.  Each 
local congregation involved in at 
least one community engagement 
program/project.  Each member 

reaching out to and praying for at 
least one other individual.  

God could have used angels as His 
messengers and He can certainly 
use rocks if He needs to but He 
chooses us to be channels of His 
love and showing grace to others 
in the context of the last warning 
message of Revelation 14.6-12.  
Whatever the new year brings, 
other strain of the virus, natural 
disasters, financial uncertainty, 
God is asking us to keep our eyes, 
not on the things of this world but 
on that which has eternal signif-
icance and impact.  Because all 
authority has been given to Him, 
Jesus commands us to “Go and 
make disciples” (Matthew 28.19) 
with the assurance that He will be 
with us always.

Pr Adrian Raethel
NNSW Conference 
President

Marty Thomson
NNSW Pastor

Hoping against hope is such a 
critical element in evangelism. 
When numerous obstacles arise 
and momentum appears to wane, 
it seems reasonable to put off run-
ning a public evangelistic series. 
However, who knows how God 
will work when we decide to press 
forward with our plans despite 
the challenges. Originally planned 
to run in August/September in 
person, Kempsey church’s “Dis-
cover Hope” series ended up being 
run in November/December due 
to COVID-19 related events. The 
series was conducted over Zoom 

Baptist Pastor Joins 
“Discover Hope” 
Online Evangelism 
Series at Kempsey

Young people share hope 
through new literature 
evangelism program

Juliana Muniz
RECORD Editor

Young people from across North 
New South Wales (NNSW) and 
South Queensland (SQC) confer-
ences have recently participated 
in the first Youth Rush Austra-
lia—a new initiative funded by the 
Literature Ministry Committee, 
run for the first time this summer. 

During two weeks in Newcas-
tle (NSW) and four weeks in 
Toowoomba (Qld), the young 
evangelists went from door to 
door offering Christian literature, 
prayers and Bible studies with 
more than 3300 books distributed 
in both programs.

In Toowoomba, the four partic-
ipants who are also students, 
participated in the official Student 
Literature Evangelism scholarship 
program piloted by Literature 
Ministries in a partnership with 
Avondale University and Austra-
lian conferences. 

“Between the four of them, they 
have collected over $A5000 in 
donations towards their scholar-
ships, so it has been a profitable 
endeavour for each of them,” 
said SQC Associate Pastor Harley 
Southwell. 

Additional to the many books 
distributed in different homes, the 
students also prayed with more 
than 500 people and found many 
interested in Bible studies. 

“This team of young people have 
really stepped up and become 
elite literature evangelists. I am 
very confident that next year we 
will see an even greater program 
as the true potential of student 
literature evangelists begins to be 
tapped into in our Conference,” 
said Pastor Southwell.

In Newcastle, the two-week pro-
gram focused on training during 
the first week. The 22 participants 
went from door to door on the 
second week offering literature 
and prayers, making contacts 
for further follow up by the local 
church.

“Over the course of our two-week 
program, I saw our young peo-
ple have incredible encounters 
with God and be used by Him in 
powerful ways to bless others in 
the community. With an army of 
youth like this, our Church is in 
good hands,” said NNSW Young 
Adults director Pastor Blair Lem-
ke.

Through visitations, prayers and 
distributed books, the young lit-
erature evangelists brought hope 
to numerous people but also grew 
personally. 

and included a full-length evan-
gelistic series presented by Pr 
Marty Thomson, health presenta-
tions given by Dr Paul Wood and 
testimonies by church members 
Nick Domenicos, Andrew and 
Pauline Wilson. The Zoom details 
were advertised locally and a fair 
size group of 40-50 attended each 
session, of which an average of 
15-20 were seekers. Surprising-
ly, the local Baptist pastor also 
attended – and set up the screen 
in the Baptist church and invited 
all his congregants to the series 
of meetings. Wide-margin NKJV 
Bible’s were offered as incentives 
for seekers to attend as many 
meetings as possible. Many of 

these Bible’s have been given out 
to those who attended along with 
a series of Bible marking study 
guides, which forms the basis for 
ongoing contact and Bible studies. 
Of those who have attended the 
series five precious souls have 
expressed the desire for baptism, 
the first scheduled for 22 January. 
There is much more work to do in 
following up, and doing so at this 
time of year also has its challeng-
es, so we would ask for continued 
prayer for those seeking truth here 
in Kempsey, especially the Baptist 
pastor, that many hearts would 
make an entire surrender to Christ 
and His truth. I believe more than 
ever as God’s end-time people we 
should be committed to sharing 
the message of present truth. We 
have a wonderful privilege and 
solemn responsibility to proclaim 
these truths, regardless of the cir-
cumstances and obstacles, for our 
extremity is God’s opportunity.

“One of the best things you can 
do for young people to grow their 
faith is to get them involved in 
front-line mission work, so it was 
a no-brainer to launch Youth Rush 
in the NNSW Conference,” said 
Pastor Lemke. 

NNSW participant Lyndell 
Scheman said the highlight of 
the program was sharing God’s 
message with a group of others 
wanting to do the same. 

“I really loved going to Youth 
Rush. The group setting estab-
lished at the program helped to 
inspire and encourage each other 
in witnessing. I was also really 
blessed and challenged by some 
of the morning worships. And I 
cannot leave out testimony time in 
the evening, which was so power-
ful and such a blessing to hear the 
ways in which the Lord is work-
ing,” said Ms Scheman.

A participant’s parent also ex-
pressed their appreciation for 
the program: “My boy came back 
changed. I really hope you offer 
this program again and again as it 
is so positive for so many rea-
sons!”

For more information and to ap-
ply to Youth Rush, visit literature.
adventistchurch.com/youth-rush/

NNSW Youth Rush Team in Hamilton

SQC Youth Rush team in Toowoomba.Hana Nakagawa 



BLUEHAVEN CHURCH

Morgan Vincent 
NNSW Pastor

On the 20th of November, Blue Ha-
ven Church gathered to celebrate 
the baptism of Eric Daniel. “Dan-
ny” as he is fondly known, grew 
up and experienced the things of 
the world but was still left empty. 
During his time at work one day, 
he saw a peace and calmness dis-
played by his co-worker who hap-
pened to be a Seventh-day Adven-
tist. This caught Danny’s attention 
and so he proceeded to ask ques-
tions of how this man had peace. 
Some years later and after positive 
experiences at Erina Church and 
also a number of years living out 
west, Danny moved to Blue Ha-
ven where he was looking for a 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
Earlier this year, unannounced, 
yet invited by the Holy Spirit, 
Danny came and has stayed. After 
Bible studies with our two Bible 
workers Marcial Hernandez and 
Mark Sutherland, Danny chose to 
be baptised. He now experiences 
the same peace his co-worker had. 
Danny appreciates the friendships 
he has made and the God he has 
come to know as his Saviour and 
Friend. 

GRASSY HEAD BAPTISM

Marty Thomson
NNSW Pastor

Simon grew up in a Seventh-day 
Adventist family and has been sur-
rounded by SDA influences his en-
tire life. However, his decision to 
be baptised was not one that came 
because of his upbringing. But 
coming to that point took time. His 
wife was baptised when she was 
18 years old at Grassy Head beach. 
It would be more than 20 years 
later before Simon would be bap-
tised in the same place. Although 
not baptised, his faith was active. 
In fact, he encouraged others to be 
baptised. It was at Summer Camp 
2021 that Simon’s three boys, 
Sonny, Ryder and Blaise all made 
decisions to have Bible studies in 
preparation for baptism. 

As the closest pastor I followed up, 
hoping that Simon would be inter-
ested in joining the Bible studies. 
He did not hesitate. It seemed as 
if this was God’s perfect time. By 
the end of the year, with the Bible 
studies completed and decisions 
made that Simon and his sons 
would be baptised. I was deeply 
impressed and moved as many 
heartfelt testimonies were shared 
by family and friends at the foot of 
the southern headland. Certainly, I 
am sure there was much rejoicing 
in heaven over Simon and his sons 
as they gave witness to their faith 
in Christ in the waters of baptism.

SPANISH CHURCH

Roberto Velasquez
NNSW Pastor

Through total member involvement 
in church activities and prayer meet-
ings asking for the Holy Spirit, the 
baptism of four precious souls took 
place at Wallsend Church on Satur-
day 18 December 2021.

Ana Maria Paterson made the de-
cision to be baptised after meeting 
with sister Lidia Venegas from the 
Newcastle Spanish SDA Church for 
several years. Lidia showed Ana and 
her family sincere friendship, and 
supported them in a selfless way. Last 
year, Ana had Bible studies with Pas-
tor Roberto Velasquez where she was 
touched by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, because when the call was 
made, she responded positively and 
confidently, knowing it was the best 
decision she could make.

Brittany Herbert was taught in the 
children’s Sabbath School class by 
her mother Cynthia Herbert and 
grandmother Suzy Silva. Brittany was 
so excited to get baptised that she did 
not want the date of her baptism to 
be postponed for any reason.

Juan Quino and Mercedes Escalante 
came from Peru to visit their son. 
On one occasion they met Justina 
Huamán, a member of the Newcastle 
Spanish church, who invited them to 
church. The church members gave 
them a warm welcome and friend-
ship, and helped with transportation 
to church. Juan and Mercedes attend-
ed weekly, and even brought their 
grandson Fin several times.

With great enthusiasm, Mercedes 
and Juan started Bible studies and 
then made the decision to be bap-
tised. There is no doubt that when 
church members work together, 
there are good results. Praise the 
Lord!

NEWCASTLE UNI CHURCH

Lawson Walters 
NNSW Bible Worker

Despite the heavy COVID restric-
tions 4 December 2021 could not 
have been a higher Sabbath for 
the Newcastle University Adven-
tist Church. 

Their mother congregation, the 
Warners Bay SDA Church, played 
host to sermons preached, special 
items performed and testimonies 
proclaimed in celebration of the 
baptism of Matthew Wang and 
Dyi Shin Chung.

Matthew, a quiet and reserved 
IT student from China, was the 
son of prominent CCP (Chinese 
Communist Party) members and 
grew up with no knowledge of the 
Bible until he accepted an invita-
tion from a room mate to church 
whilst studying abroad in Austra-
lia, challenging his perceptions on 
meaning of life and freedom. 

Dyi Shin, a creative and outspoken 
Malaysian architect, was a church 
attender from the age of 3 with his 
Father serving as an elder in the 
Presbyterian church. He was con-
vinced by the Adventist message 
through providential events ac-
companying plain Bible teaching 
and loving Christian community. 

On that warm summer after-
noon, both of these young men 
were joined by their pastor and 
Bible teacher to be baptised into 
a common purpose: A new life 
in Christ, the acceptance of His 
present truth, and a burden for 
His mission.

AROUND THE NNSW CONFERENCE
Courtney Tyler
TVAC Chaplain

Jan’s faith journey started at a 
young age, and she remembers 
a Christian influence in her life 
through Sunday School, Brownie 
Guides and the Biblical sites in 
Israel that she visited.

At age 24, she met a Seventh-day 
Adventist lady who became a 
spiritual encouragement. This 
lady incorporated God into her 
daily life, and encouraged Jan to 
give her stresses to God.
 
Jan married and settled in Mel-
bourne where she had 2 children, 
a son Asa and daughter Saphira 
(Saffy). Unfortunately, things 
took a turn for the worse and Jan 
and her children had to flee a 
dangerous situation. When visit-
ing a soup kitchen in Murwillum-
bah, Jan met a teacher at Tweed 
Valley Adventist College (TVAC), 
who connected them with the 
school principal and very soon 
had Jan’s son Asa enrolled in the 
school.
 
Jan and her son Asa wanted 
more! They came to church, Path-
finders, Bible studies and eventu-
ally Asa made the decision to be 
baptised.

A few days before his baptism, 
the family experienced a car ac-
cident where their vehicle could 
have gone over a cliff but was 
miraculously spared. This was a 
significant moment in their jour-
ney with God, as it was clear His 
intervention had saved them.
Asa was baptised at Murwillum-
bah SDA Church in 2015, grad-
uated from TVAC in 2019, and 
attended ARISE in 2020. Asa is 
now studying Primary teaching at 
Avondale University, with the de-
sire to be used by God to make a 
difference in young lives, just like 
those who have impacted his life.

 
While Jan and Asa were coming 
to know God, Saffy felt resistant 
and considered herself an athe-
ist. She didn’t want to be forced 
into following God. When Saffy 
enrolled at TVAC, she started to 
see something different in her 
peers who followed Jesus. They 
talked easily about Him and her 
experience was altogether differ-
ent from what she had expected. 
They had something that she was 
missing, something she wanted, 
and she realised it was Jesus. Her 
interest continued to peak, as she 
experienced God through her 
friendships, teachers, chapel pro-
grams, and church. Saffy recalls 
picking up a Bible, starting at the 
beginning and enjoying the book 
of Genesis. This was a surprise, 
as she previously disliked read-
ing. This made her want more, 
and soon after she joined her 
mother in Bible studies with 
Courtney. Looking back on her 
experience, Saffy reflects that 
“God’s got me, He’s helping me, 
and lifting me up.”
 
Jan and Saffy were baptised on 
November 20, 2021 at Kingscliff 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
Jan reflects how grateful they are 
as a family for the practical care 
and support of Murwillumbah 
Church, Kingscliff Church, and 
Tweed Valley Adventist College, 
as they have rebuilt their lives 
over the past few years. She 
said, “I’m glad we came to this 
community, because I’m not sure 
we would’ve gone on this jour-
ney (with God) otherwise.”



Luke Reeves 
NNSW Pastor

When I was at the 2021 NNSW Big 
Camp at Stuarts Point NSW, Rob-
bie Berghan the host of the Faith 
Experiment on Faith FM was 
encouraging the teens in the high 
school tent to get involved in re-
cording content for Faith FM. This 
sparked an idea for evangelism 
in my area. So as a church we 
brought a radio licence in Guyra 
and got Faith FM on the air. 
While we were waiting for the 
licence and equipment I reached 
out to James the Bible worker at 
Armidale to see if he wanted to 
host a radio show with me that 
could get teens involved in the 
show. He was very keen so we 
talked to teens in our area to see 
who would like to be involved. 
I got ten teens that responded 
and wanted to be involved in 
the radio show and all ten teens 
happened to be pathfinders. I 
had Noah, Ethan, Zed, Zari, April 
and Breanna, from the Northern 
Tablelands Pathfinder Club. From 
the Macksville Pathfinder Club, 
Cassie and Hayden, and from the 
Coffs Harbour Pathfinder Club, 
Sai and Bella. 

All teens were super excited to be 
involved, and their parents were 
really supportive of the project. 
 

We called our program Table-
land Explorers, because we are 
in the Northern Tablelands, and 
we are exploring the teachings 
of the Bible and adapting them 
to our lives. I paired the teens up 
and gave them the study guide 
they would record. They had to 
study the topic and fill out the 
study guide, and have their own 
thoughts and comments written 
down so they could be prepared 
for the study. We worked out a 
date where they would come to 
the studio in Guyra to record the 
study. The program has an intro 
of us catching up and talking 
about different things, then we 
move into the study where the 
teens are involved in giving the 
study. We have an opportuni-
ty where people can text in a 
code word to receive a PDF of 
the study guide so they can go 
through the study with us. We 
also have free offers where peo-
ple can text in a code word that is 
given during the show to receive 
a free book or DVD.

Our first study aired on the 30th 
of October 2021 and has been 
going really well. We have had 
people download the study guides 
and follow along with us, and 
we have been getting people all 

over Australia requesting the free 
offers we have on our studies. 
The teens have been sharing the 
episodes with their friends, and 
it has been awesome having the 
pathfinders from our NNSW Con-
ference involved in spreading the 
gospel Australia wide on faith FM. 

Our first of many Bible study 
series is called the Faith of Doss. 
The studies are based on Des-
mond Doss, a World War Two 
medic who went to war and did 
not carry a gun. He saved count-
less lives and he ended up receiv-
ing the medal of honour.  During 
these 12 studies we will discover 
what teachings from the Bible 
gave Doss the faith and courage 
to be the hero of Hacksaw Ridge, 
and how we can adapt those 
same truths to our lives to help us 
through the battles of life.

Tableland Explorers airs every 
Saturday at 5:30pm (AEST) here 
in NSW. If you are in other parts 
of Australia, check your local 
Faith FM guide for program 
times. You can also go to faithfm.
com.au or the Faith FM app, to 
listen to past episodes - just look 
for Tableland Explores in the 
podcast section. If you would like 
to contact us you can email us at 
tablelandexplorers@gmail.com 

Cherelle Parker
Special Religious Education Coordinator

Dear SRE Teachers,

Last year was a challenging year with the lockdowns and re-
strictions on teaching scripture in schools, however, we thank 
you for your ongoing commitment and dedication to teaching 
SRE in public schools.

Are you interested in becoming a SRE Teacher? Do you want 
to make an impact and share your passion for teaching?
To enquire about applying please contact Cherelle on 02 4951 
8088 or email at nnsw.conf@adventist.org.au

Wishing you God’s richest blessings as you prepare to teach 
scripture in 2022.

Kind regards,
SRE Committee

Back Row: 
James, Luke, 
Ethan  

Front Row: 
Noah, Zed, 
Breanna, Zari, 
April  

James, Cassie, Hayden, Luke  James, Sai, Bella, Luke 

Tableland 
Explorers 
features teens 
on new radio 
program
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(North New South Wales Conference).

Editor Marta Rutkowska
Phone (02) 4951 8088
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Contributions
We would love to share local news with 
the conference in print or online. Please 
send through relevant contributions to 
the above contact address.

Disclaimer: Articles express the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Don’t miss out on the 
excitement. Get the conference 
news straight to your inbox!
nnsw.adventist.org.au/
northpoint-bulletin

Visit our website for the latest 
news and events.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-
and-events

Subscribe to 
NorthPoint 
online!

Jared Chung 
NNSW Bible Worker

At the Murwillumbah SDA Church, our members are getting excited about 
giving Bible studies. 
 
Over the last couple years, one of the goals of the Murwillumbah church has 
been to equip their members to share the Bible with other people. One of the 
church’s mission statements is “To know Jesus and to make Jesus known.” The 
first part of the initiative, (To know Jesus), was started earlier this year with 
a church-wide Bible journal and reading plan through the Gospel of Mark, 
accompanied by a weekly podcast (“Untrained”) on the week’s passages. The 
second part of the initiative, (To make Jesus known), was started recently 
through the “Simple Truth” Bible study project.
 
Pastors Ashley Smith and Boris Jovinov realised that one of the major reasons 
that church members were hesitant to give Bible studies was because they 
often didn’t feel equipped to share their faith. This hesitation is two-fold: peo-
ple often feel they are not qualified to teach the Bible, and they do not have a 
good framework or resources to teach the Bible. To solve this problem, they 
have launched the “Simple Truth’ Bible study project. 
 
This “Simple Truth” project is a series of 20 Bible studies that cover each of 
our fundamental beliefs in 7 passages or less. The studies are written in a 
question-answer format, with a Bible verse to answer each question, and a 
short paragraph of commentary on what the verses are saying. At the end 
of each study, the seeker has the opportunity to respond to an appeal. Each 
week, the Pastors use the sermon portion of the Church service to teach the 
congregation how to give the studies using the provided guides. One of the 
goals of this project is to shift the mindsets of church members from being 
consumers to being active workers for God. 
 
To combat the common hesitation of not being qualified, an emphasis of these 
studies is that God has made the truth simple, so everyone can understand it. 
Anybody can give Bible studies. You don’t need a theology degree or pastoral 
training in order to share the Bible with others. God has called all of us to 
be missionaries — not just pastors. Another problem with many Bible study 
guides is that people often get overwhelmed by the number of verses in each 
study. Many study guides err on the side of being too comprehensive, bringing 
up objections that seekers aren’t even thinking of. This can often raise doubts 
that they were never considering in the first place. In order to keep the studies 
concise, the Bible passages in these studies are limited to 7 or less — making 
the studies easy to share in a short timeframe. 
 
Church members have already started giving Bible studies to their neighbors 
and peers, and we have already had several testimonies of the success that 
our members have had in giving these to others. It is exciting to see lay-mem-
bers becoming passionate about working to fulfill the great commission. 
Please continue to pray for this project as studies are still being written and 
revised. 

GOSFORD CHURCH CENTENARY SERVICE 
26th FEBRUARY 2022 10AM

71 – 73 DEANE ST NARARA NSW 2250 
Gosford Church welcomes former members to join as they 

celebrate 100 years serving God and their Community.


