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Pr Adrian Raethel
NNSW Conference President

Some 248 delegates met at the Yarra Holiday Park (Stuarts Point campground) on Sunday 17 April for a special constit-
uency meeting. The main items on the agenda were amendments to the constitution.  Delegates voted to change the 
constitution to:
- Allow for electronic voting at future regular constitutional meetings should delegates be prevented from meeting in 
person for any reason
- Allow the Conference office to relocate anywhere within the Hunter region (the current constitution states that the 
Conference Office can only be located at 112 Lake Road Wallsend). There may be the opportunity for the Office opera-
tions to relocate to Cooranbong at some point in the future given that there is vacant office space on the Estate.  

During and after the special constituency meeting, delegates were invited to participate in an anonymous survey on a 
range of topics. Following are some of the key findings. Just under 70% of delegates were either church board mem-
bers and/or held a leadership role in their local church.

Conference Communication
Delegates receive their Conference information through:

Most favourite things about Big Camp
• Workshops
      - Life Ready Kids
     - Spirit of Prophecy
     - Gut Health
      - Good Design
      - Marriage Enrichment
      - Adventism 101 
      - Sabbath School
• Big Camp being back
• Connection Cafe
• David Asscherick
• Connection Tent/Music
• David McKibben
• Big Tent Music
• Erika Puni
• Children’s Programs
• Everything
• Kindy Tent

Least favourite things about Big Camp
• Getting sick/COVID
• Leaving camp
• Rain
• Nothing
• Lack of precautions of COVID
• Dirty Bathrooms
• Queue for meals
• No consequences for people doing wrong 

(being loud, curfew, speeding etc.)
• Condition of camp grounds/bathrooms
• No camp store

Tents most attended

Priorities for evangelism resources

Conference departmental priorities

Should we ordain women as well as men?

Benefits received from Big Camp
• Spiritual Renewal/Growth
• Feeling inspired
• Socialisation (time and reconnecting 

with family/friends)
• Attending Concerts
• More Bible knowledge
• More information from workshops
• Feeling blessed
• Not getting sick
• Connection tent messages
• Kids having great programs/activities
• Sense of community
• Strong upscaling knowledge of ATSIM

Do you think that the Church in 
Australia is over-governed?

As was mentioned in the last edition of Northpoint, this year’s Big Camp was the first full Big Camp held in 3 years due to COVID 
disruptions.  Appreciation is expressed to the over 200 campers who completed the evaluation form.  The key results are:

The results have been shared with the Big Camp 
planning committee and the Executive Committee and 
will inform the planning process for 2023.

Visit ddiisscciippllee..oorrgg..aauu  
to obtain your free  

resources for your church  
or small group.

Looking for some re-
sources for your local 
church/ministry?

Check out:  
disciple.org.au

An extensive and 
rich supply of 
resources for local 
churches and small 
groups.  

Overall experience (out of 5 being the best)

Greatest Need in the local church

 Does God call both men and women to ministry?

Thank you to all those who participated in the survey.  These results will inform the decision making process 
moving forward.



Keith Stockwell
ATSIM Director

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing 
one another in all wisdom, singing 
psalms and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God” 
(Colossians 3:16)

ATSIM Regional days have always 
brought Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders together from various parts 
of the Conference and have been a 
highlight for many years. The impact 
of the COVID pandemic however 
meant there were no ATSIM region-
als. Sabbath, 26th March at Stuart’s 
Point Convention Centre, was the first 
ATSIM regional in over 2 years and 
the first of 3 regionals planned for 
2022. It was a wonderful day of joyful 
worship and fellowship by all who at-
tended the regional. It was wonderful 
to see people of all different cultures 

Christopher Peterson 
Coonabarabran and Coonamble Pastor 

During March, the Coonabarabran Church launched a new evangelistic tool designed specifically for their local shire. The 
resource is a four-part documentary series created by locals Christopher and Cyravil Petersen, that explores the history 
and folklore of the Warrumbungle Shire and provides spiritual applications. The topics covered include the design of the 
Universe, creation, the state of the dead and the gospel. The church hosted live screening events of the videos and were 
excited to have positive community feedback. You can watch these videos on the ‘Discover the Warrumbungles’ YouTube 
channel and share them with friends. 

Christopher Peterson 
Coonabarabran and Coonamble Pastor

On April 2nd, Coonamble Church was thrilled to host a gospel concert for their 
local community. Rick and Anthony Ferret provided music for the event, and 
the church was excited to have visitors attend and enjoy an afternoon of good 
food and company and incredible performances and sing-alongs. Gospel Con-
certs have long been an evangelistic initiative of the church, and the congrega-
tion hopes to continue hosting these community reaching events in the future. 

Pr Bethany Chapman
Women’s Ministries Director

“We the Girls” is the initiative of a group of pastors who saw a need in their 
communities and schools to minister to teenaged girls and create a life giving 
community for them. After launching their first event online during the pan-
demic, the team was surprised and delighted to have such a large turnout for 
the debut of “We the Girls” in person. 

From the southern region of the NNSW conference 250 women gathered 
for worship, the Word of God and some precious fellowship. Women of all 
ages from babies to their eighties joined together for an evening celebration 
followed by a marketplace. Marketplace stalls were run by various Adventist 
women to help support their small businesses, along with food and live mu-
sic. The atmosphere was uplifting and energetic. 

The programming was uplifting, fun and encouraging. Many women ex-
pressed their excitement to be gathering in person and their joy at being part 
of such a special event. Before the night was done they were asking when 
the next event will be, as they did not want the night to end. This has been 
refreshing and so needed after two years of changed plans and cancelations. 

attend and be involved throughout 
the day, from South Kempsey, Macks-
ville and as far as Brewarrina.

Pastor Darren Garlett, ATSIM Di-
rector for the Australian Union 
Conference (AUC), shared the main 
message entitled “Who’s Leading 
You Home?”. He shared the true 
story of 2 young Aboriginal girls who 
were stolen by the local government 
from their family in the 1930’s (now 
known as the “Stolen Generation’) 
and escaped from the Moore River 
Native Settlement, north of Perth in 
Western Australia. They walked for 
9 weeks and found their way to their 
home in Jigalong along the 2,400 km 
rabbit proof fence (See movie entitled 
“Rabbit Proof Fence”). This incredible 
story provided a wonderful analogy 
of Jesus being the way to our salva-
tion and being like the fence to guide 
us to our eternal home. 

In the afternoon, Richard Dixon, a 
local Indigenous man from Kempsey, 
confirmed his decision and commit-
ment to follow Jesus through bap-
tism. Grassy Heads beach provided 
the perfect backdrop to his baptism 
taken by Pastor Quintin Dutlow. Rich-
ard has felt a call to pastoral ministry 
and began attending Mamarapha Col-
lege (in WA) the week following his 
baptism. We praise God for another 
soul for the kingdom of heaven and 
look forward to seeing God at work 
in and through Richard.

Upcoming ATSIM regionals include 
Coonamble (August 6th) and Moree 
(November 26)

For interest in ATSIM regionals or 
reaching our First Nations people for 
Jesus, please contact Keith Stockwell 
on 0425 270 960.

Shanna Duke
Youth/Young Adults Assistant 

On May 27-29 2022, the NNSW and SNSW conferences gathered around 70 
young people together for a time of fellowship and encouragement at the 
Western Youth Muster. The weekend started with a bowl of hot soup and 
buns while sitting around the campfire as Dana Howard shared a story from 
World War 2. He drew from relevant lessons about trusting God even when 
we don’t always understand His plan! Sabbath found time for youth to min-
gle through fun icebreakers, singing praises, group Bible study and a story/
sermon with Lyle Southwell on the life of Ernest Shackleton and enduring 
till the end. The expected amazing haystacks followed, with trust activities by 
our outdoor recreation students, walks and chats around the paddock, and 
games to finish off the afternoon/evening. We can’t wait to meet back togeth-
er next year! Until then, stay faithful.

Richard Dixon and 
Quintin Dutlow.

From L-R: Quintin Dutlow, Doreen Waites, Leo Wright, 
Darren Garlett, Danuta Stockwell and Keith Stockwell.
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Kate Garriga 
Health Department Assistant

Stephen Covey once said, “When you really listen to another person from 
their point of view and reflect back to them that understanding, it’s like 
giving them emotional oxygen”.

On the weekend of May 27-29, the group pictured above (from North NSW and Greater Sydney) experienced what it was 
like to truly listen and be listened to, as though nothing was more important than the words being spoken.

When given the task to sing ‘Amazing Grace’ while simultaneously writing out the Bible verse John 3:16, it dawned on us 
just how much we miss when we begin formulating our response before the other person has finished their sentence! 
How much better to listen, pause, and then speak!
 
Food Farmacy’s famous Brazillian Bowl was one of the delicious and nutritious lunches provided, in honour of our Bra-
zillian born speaker Katia Reinert, Health Director at the General Conference. With clean energy and clear minds, the 
group were able to learn many more things.
 
In pairs, we practiced bringing curiosity, clarity and autonomy to turn a general conversation into a life-impacting 
conversation, realising that every person is the expert of their own life, and will only make changes when ready. What 
a blessing to learn these skills to effectively connect with others as we minister to them! The health team are passionate 
to help churches and communities to be effective in health ministries. Don’t hesitate to contact us if you would like to be 
involved: kategarriga@adventist.org.au

Kate Garriga 
Health Department Assistant
 
We may not even realise we have a problem until the thing we crave is no longer available to us. It’s suddenly easy to 
justify driving a number of hours, acting against our values or dreaming up sneaky ways to keep the thing we desire 
within our reach. The root of addiction runs deep whether we are a chocoholic, a workaholic or an alcoholic. Chained to 
these addictions, we dream of, and plan for the next hit, wondering how to find freedom from these unhealthy habits.
 
The 12 steps of Alcoholics Anonymous have been effectively changing lives for over 85 years, helping those with addic-
tions to realise their powerlessness over alcohol and their need for help from God. The program provides a safe place to 
face what they have done, admit mistakes and plan to apologise where appropriate. When they are having daily victory 
over alcohol, they are then encouraged to continue on the journey, one day at a time, relying on God, staying account-
able even through setbacks. Then they are encouraged to reach out and help others on their journey. One hand reaches 
forward to mentor others, and one hand reaches back to receive ongoing support.
 
The little book ‘Steps to Christ’ by Ellen White, has also been effectively changing lives for over 85 years too, 130 years 
to be exact! It reveals God’s love for man and man’s need for Christ. The book invites us to repent, confess, believe and 
continue to grow in the knowledge and will of God, then to share this with others.

Do you notice any similarities between the 12 steps of Alcoholics Anonymous and the themes of Steps to Christ? So did 
Adventist Recovery Ministries! So much so, that they combined the 
book with the program to create a powerful, life-changing tool to help 
anyone find freedom from unhealthy habits.
 
On the weekend of May 20-22, the small group from North NSW and 
Greater Sydney (pictured above) met in the beautiful Hunter Valley to 
prepare to run Journey to Wholeness in their church or community. Dr 
Katia Reinert came from the General Conference Health Department 
to share these important truths, reminding us that God promises us in 
2 Corinthians 12:9 “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 

Nicky Rogers  
Haven Campus Church 
Children’s Ministries Team

This year, the Children’s Ministry team at the Haven Campus Church has em-
barked on an initiative to connect children in years 3-6, across the churches 
on the Central Coast. We have recognised a need for connection, particularly 
after the past few years where numbers in Sabbath Schools were not what
they used to be. 

Our goal is to provide one or two evenings like this each term, to make memories and connections in a safe environ-
ment and, of course, to hear the words, “That was soooo much fun!”.

Just recently, the children were encouraged to invite their friends along to share a good ole fashioned BBQ, followed 
by closing Sabbath. The verse from Psalm 34:8, “O Taste and see that the Lord is good!” was brought to life thanks to 
Pr. Neil Thompson. After which they enjoyed an evening filled with games such as ‘Load the Bus’, ‘Noodle Hockey’ and 
even ‘Murder in the Dark’. Of course, an ice block to cool down at the end was a must! The children loved it all and the 
feedback has been positive from both kids and parents.



Enquiries
The NorthPoint Bulletin is printed 10 
times per year by the Adventist Church 
(North New South Wales Conference).

Editor Marta Rutkowska
Phone (02) 4951 8088
Email MartaRutkowska@adventist.org.au
Website nnsw.adventist.org.au

Contributions
We would love to share local news with 
the conference in print or online. Please 
send through relevant contributions to 
the above contact address.

Disclaimer: Articles express the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Don’t miss out on the 
excitement. Get the conference 
news straight to your inbox!
nnsw.adventist.org.au/
northpoint-bulletin

Visit our website for the latest 
news and events.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-
and-events

Subscribe to 
NorthPoint 
online!

Kimberly Houliston 
Abide Family Ministries

It’s a typical weekday morning. Busy parents supervise breakfast, showers, and sign 
notes for school. They search for lost uniform items and library bags that have myste-
riously vanished from their usual place. The wheels are turning to get the day started, 
but even in the most organised households, everyone can be out the door without a 
time of worship together as a family. Sometimes there is a hurried prayer on the front 
porch or in the car.

It’s Sabbath morning. Parents and children enjoy a slightly slower start to the day and 
yet, a heaviness lingers. The children don’t want to go to church and the parents ad-
mit that the challenges of getting them there and keeping them ‘quiet’ are exhausting.

This is a narrative currently playing out in many of our families and churches. As 
a result, conversations are happening and questions are being asked. “What would 
your church be like if reaching children and families in your community became one 
of its major priorities?”

As Director of Children and Family Ministries, NNSW, and a parent herself, Colleen 
Savage is aware of the challenges families are facing and is committed to supporting 
families and kids of all ages.

Colleen and Louise Ginn, Family and Children’s Ministry Team Administrator, recent-
ly spent time connecting and brainstorming with some of the children and family 
focused ministries based in our conference including Carolin Schmitz – Happy Hands, 
and the Abide Family Ministries (AFM) team who produces ‘The King’s Kids’ program 
weekly.

Colleen and Louise took time to chat with Arnie, the puppet from Arnie’s Shack and 
host of The King’s Kids program, to learn more about the AFM focus and their com-
mitment to the children’s and family space.

“The King’s Kids’ team at Abide Family Ministries (AFM) believe in providing a vi-
brant, fun and engaging environment with a uniquely Adventist focus to lead kids to 
God and help them in developing their own ‘spiritual health’ and understanding of 
the Bible”, said Arnie. “Psalm 78:4 calls us to ‘tell the next generation the praisewor-
thy deeds of the Lord, His power, and the wonders He has done.’ And we take that call 
seriously.”

Psalm 78 goes on to describe the amazing results we can expect from teaching kids 
about the Lord. “then they would put their trust in God and would not forget His 
deeds but would keep His commands,” (Psalm 78:7).

These ministries cannot continue or further their work without the support of our 
wider church body. They need your prayers. They need you to share their work and 
resources with families in your church and community, and, if you are in a position to 
do so, to support them financially.

Children and families are an essential mission ground. 
If we work together, we can deepen the support our 
church offers, and change the narrative, opening up 
possibilities. Imagine what your church would be like 
if reaching children and families in your community 
became one of your major priorities.

Check out 
some of the 
115+ episodes 
of King’s Kids 
here.


