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What is the best way to spend 
your summer holidays? Where 
you can spend time with and 
make new friends, play awesome 
games and activities and wor-
ship God in a  condensed week 
of spiritual emphasis? Summer 
Camps is the answer!
 
With the newest omicron 
variant, concerns were raised 
over the viability of holding 
camps this year, but the team 
were confident with the safety 
management plan and with the 
rapid antigen testing kits that 
were purchased – camp could go 
ahead safely.
 
It was unfortunate that Teen 2 
camp drew to an abrupt close 
but Junior and Teen 1 forged for-
ward. The campers were divided 
into 2 groups that they stayed in 
for all meals, activities and wor-

ships. A blessing that came with 
this division of groups was that 
there was twice as much wor-
ship which added to the spiritual 
enhancement of camp.
 
The staff worked very hard 
across all camps by doubling up 
on tasks and being vigilant in 
hand sanitising, having all meals 
outside which limited gathering 
and having every item or event 
done twice over.
 
The North New South Wales 
Youth and Young Adults De-
partment want to send out a 
special thanks to all those that 
participated, helped make camp 
happen and volunteered their 
time as staff. Most of all, a thank 
you to God for being present. 76 
campers requested Bible Studies, 
63 for Baptism, 24 young people 
requested mentoring, 15 seeking 

a home church and 21 looking 
for to join Pathfinders Club. 
Please join us in praying for 
these connections and rela-
tionships as God leads in their 
lives.

Thank you for sending your 
junior/teens to Summer Camps 
during this difficult time of 
COVID. Your support and en-
couragement is really appreci-
ated. Scan the QR code below 
to watch a video of some of 
the activities and worships 
that the campers attended.
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Late last year and over year end, 
we said goodbye to 4 staff at the 
Conference Office. Both Julian 
Archer (Stewardship and Proj-
ects Officer) and Dr Sven Ostring 
(Church Planting Director) accept-
ed new roles at the South Pacific 
Division. Mrs Lyn Price (assistant 
to Trust Services and the Presi-
dent) moved with her husband 
to his new pastoral responsibility 
at the Wauchope and Camden 
Haven churches. Pr Daron Pratt 
(Children’s & Family Ministries 
Director) has taken up a chaplain-
cy role at Wahroonga Adventist 
School in Sydney. We want to 
express sincere appreciation to 
each of them for their significant 
contribution to ministry in this 
Conference, their dedication and 
commitment.  

Filling the vacancies, we welcome 
the following new staff. Mrs Kris-
tin Curson has filled the vacancy 
left by Lyn Price.  Kristin has 
been a primary school teacher 
at Macquarie College for the last 
3 years. Mrs Colleen Savage has 
been appointed as the Children’s 
& Family Ministries Director. Col-
leen has been living and working 
in Sydney for the last 7 years.  
Joseph Skaf has been appointed 
as the Stewardship and Church 
Planting Director. Joseph was 
previously the pastor of the War-
ner’s Bay Church and the Seeds 
Church Plant. Colleen has been 
living and working in Sydney 
for the last 7 years. We give a 
warm welcome to these new 
staff and are confident that God 
will work in and through them.  

Pr Adrian Raethel
NNSW Conference 
President Abel Iorgulescu

NNSW General Secretary

If you are to take a moment to reflect on our world, you’ll see that everything around us is structured as 
if ‘I/me’ is at the centre of everything: my prerogatives, my desires, my fulfilment, and my wishes. 
However, despite the strong pull of the ‘me’ culture in our lives, it is important to realise that God’s 
saving work always moves us beyond individualism towards creating a faithful community of believers. 
The inspiring stories of the Old Testament are framed around calling, liberating, and leading the people 
of Israel as a covenant community. We are called to be a community - called to be the body of Christ 
united in worship, mission, and purpose.

The North NSW Leadership team would like to thank our church members, pastors, teachers, aged 
care workers, departmental directors, and Conference office staff for their commitment to God’s work 
despite the past and current challenges. It is encouraging to see, that throughout 2021, God’s church 
resisted the urge of the ‘me’ epidemic and continued to grow as a community of believers. Please note 
the graphs below:

JANUARY 2021 – 12,294

DECEMBER 2021 – 12,414 

This represents a net increase of 120 precious souls.
“…and the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” Acts 2:47 (NKJV)
Thank you for your faithful work.

Colleen Savage

Joseph Skaf

Kristin Curson

Keith Stockwell
ATSIM Director

April 30th 2021, was a sad day as 
family and friends farewelled and 
laid to rest First Nation elder Les-
lie Raymond Doole, although they 
are filled with hope that he now 
awaits the resurrection day. 
He grew up in Gingie Mission near 
Walgett and was one of 12 chil-
dren. At age 17 he moved to work 
at a station and there met and 
later married the love of his life, 
Joyce Clarke. 

Following several moves, they set-
tled in Brewarrina (western NSW) 
in their later years. Known best as 
Uncle Les and Aunty Joyce, 
they were highly respected from 

all different cultural backgrounds 
well beyond their local communi-
ty. Uncle Les was the first First Na-
tion Person to serve as the police 
liaison officer with the Brewarrina 
Police Station. He assisted all over 
New South Wales and in 2012, at 
70 years of age, was celebrated as 
serving the longest in this position 
in NSW. 

God’s leading of a ‘divine appoint-
ment’ in late 2011 led to visitations 
followed by Bible studies with Pas-
tor Keith Stockwell and his wife 
Danuta. Convicted by the Holy 
Spirit of the truths in God’s Word, 
Aunty Joyce and Uncle Les were 
baptised by Pastor John Lang and 
Pastor Keith Stockwell on Decem-
ber 7, 2013, the first of a number 
baptisms within the Brewarrina 
Adventist church plant that start-
ed the following week with their 
help. God had used many Chris-
tians over many years to influence 

their spiritual journey and now 
they were drawing others to Jesus. 

Former NNSW Conference Pres-
ident Justin Lawman, and the 
Adventist Aviation Association 
(AAA) team came to celebrate these 
first Adventist baptisms. The AAA 
and an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Ministry (ATSIM) repre-
sentative also flew to Brewarrina 
to bid Uncle Les farewell at his fu-
neral – this man who was humble, 
gentle, and oozed the love of God to 
everyone. 

During the month of February, Avondale University 
Church journeyed together through their purpose, 
way and impact. Realising the importance of prayer 
and the desire of Jesus in John 17 to pray for unity, 
the whole church was challenged to pause every day 
to pray as one at 1pm. Hence, 1@1. We prayed for 
the Holy Spirit to unify us as a community of disci-
ples intent on following Jesus and committing our 
lives to His Lordship.
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SUPER SUNDAYSUPER SUNDAY Register yourRegister your
stall here!stall here!Do you or your church have a ministry

you would like to share? 

Why not book a stall at Super Sunday?

Super Sunday is a market day event held

on the first Sunday of Big Camp. There

will be lots of different ministries

featured along with jumping castles,

food trucks, kids activities and live music.

Why not book a market stall at Super

Sunday? Register your stall today!

 

Tables

Chairs

Extension cords

Powerboards

nnsw.adventist.org.au/register-your-booth-for-super-sunday-2022/

BIG CAMP 2022



Celebration of 
the Narrabri 
Church Hall

Hillview Baptisms

Merle Cozens
Church member

The baptism service at Hillview 
Church on Sabbath afternoon, 4th 
December, was a joyous day at 
Hillview Church when four young 
people publicly proclaimed their 
love for Jesus through baptism and 
became members of the church. 
Two of the candidates, Amayah 
Drury and Sahil Saggurthi, come 
from Adventist homes and for 
some time have been nurtured and 
encouraged by their parents and 
church family to participate and 
lead out in various church roles 
and responsibilities. For them bap-
tism was the next natural step in 
their commitment to serving God 
and others. Another candidate, 
Kevin Smith, chose to be rebap-
tised after wandering away from 
his Saviour for several years. His 
wife, Emma, happily joined him in 
baptism after learning from Pastor 
Danny Milenkov about the beau-
tiful message of salvation through 
Jesus. Prior to the baptism each of 
the candidates gave their personal 
testimony of the spiritual journey 
which had led them to their deci-
sion for baptism and commitment 
to follow Jesus. Hillview Church 
pastor, Danny Milenkov, led out in 
the baptisms. For the baptism of 
Amayah he was assisted by Karelle 
Mason, Hillview youth pastor, who 
had studied with Amayah and 
prepared her for baptism, while 
for the baptism of Sahil he was as-
sisted by Pastor Lloyd Grolimund, 
who had previously studied with 
him when the Saggurthi family 
attended Wahroonga Church. The 
baptism took place in the Hillview 
Church font which is situated in a 
lovely outdoor setting at the rear 
of the church hall, and was wit-
nessed by a large crowd of family 
and friends.  

Shanan Reynaud’s Baptism

Cara Kingston 
Church member

Early February 2022, Avondale Univer-
sity Church celebrated the baptism of 
Shanan Reynaud. After Shanan witnessed 
his father Gabriel Reynaud’s death in a 
motorcycle accident at the age of 19, he 
pulled away from his faith and commu-
nity, struggling to reconcile a loving God 
with such tragedy. In his words, he felt he 
regressed and fell out of alignment with 
God’s intentions for his life. But when 
COVID hit in 2020 Shanan started search-
ing for meaning, answers and peace in his 
life. Through 2021 he journeyed with the 
pastoral team and members of Avondale 
University Church and rediscovered his 
faith along with a loving community. His 
reflection is that hindsight has revealed 
God’s consistent presence through his time 
away from faith even when at the time he 
could not discern it. When asked what he 
believed baptism to represent, Shanan of-
fered these simple words -  “A declaration 
of dependence and gratitude.” Shanan and 
his wife Rebecca are now actively involved 
in their local church, passionately seeking 
ways to share the life transforming love of 
Jesus in their local community.

Pr Peau Afoa
NNSW Pastor

On the 29th of January 2022, The Narrabri Seventh-day 
Adventist Church celebrated the opening of their new 
church hall.  The celebration started at 10am with the 
Sabbath School lesson taken by Pr. Ted White who played 
a big role in the project.  The sermon was given by Peau 
Afoa from Psalm 133: 1-3 – based on the theme “Unity 
in Diversity.”  Russell Halliday, the Chief Financial Offi-
cer from the NNSW Conference, offered the dedicatory 
prayer for the hall in God’s service.  

It was like a melting pot where ministers from other de-
nominations in Narrabri, families from Wee Waa, a Fijian 
group and members from Moree SDA Church attended 
the celebration. All enjoyed the fellowship and lunch after 
the service. “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!  (Ps. 133: 1, KJV).  A 
sincere thank you to those who have contributed to this 
project: Russell Halliday, Pr. Ted White, Anna Booby from 
the Narrabri Council, Modular Construction, and mem-
bers of the Narrabri church.

Ethans’s Baptism

Michelle Hall
Church member

October 9 was truly a blessed day 
at Glen Innes, when one of our 
precious teenagers, Ethan Tawa, 
entered the waters of baptism.  
His journey began four years 
earlier, when he was just 12 years 
old. Ethan made his stand for 
Jesus, after a Big Camp Appeal. He 
then commenced studies with the 
pastor, and though circumstances 
did not enable him to be baptized 
straight away, Ethan patiently 
waited, never losing his zeal for 
God. He was finally able to be 
baptized by Pr Brad Cooke, our 
local pastor. Due to social distanc-
ing, the church hall was opened 
up, and people were able to watch 
Ethan’s baptism on a big screen.  
Not only were Ethan’s parents and 
two sisters present, but his Path-
finder Club members at Armidale 
were also there, and formed a 
guard of honour as Ethan walked 
out of the church. The baptism 
was also witnessed by Ethan’s 
family in Madang and Arawa, PNG 
and Bougainville, via Zoom. We 
enjoyed lunch in the park after-
wards.  Praise the Lord for faithful 
parents who teach their children 
about the love Jesus.

Kate Finlay’s Baptism

Pr Peau Afoa
NNSW Pastor

March 2018, was the beginning 
of Kate Findlay’s journey with 
Christ. Bible studies and mentor-
ing were given by Pr. Danuta and 
Keith Stockwell whilst Jim Thomp-
son, Kate’s grandpa, prayed for 
her persistently and planted a 
seed in her heart with words of 
encouragement and words of 
hope. In early 2021, prayers were 
answered. Kate was ready for 
baptism and requested further Bi-
ble studies and spiritual counsel-
ing. Thus, my wife Julieanne and 
I, conducted Bible studies twice 
a week with Kate and later in the 
year she was baptized on the 6th 
of November 2021 at Narrabri 
Lake.

Pastor Lloyd Grolimund, Pastor Danny Milenkov, Kevin Smith, 
Emma Smith,  Amayah Drury, Sahil Saggurthi and  Karelle Mason 
who is offering the dedicatory prayer at the conclusion of the 
baptism.

Pr Brad Cooke and Ethan Tawa

Pr Peau Afoa, Kate Findlay, Julieanna Afoa

Pr Norman Hurlow and Shanan Reynaud

Pr Peau Afoa, Pr Ted White, Russell Halliday (CFO NNSW Conference)
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Pr Ray Coombe

In recent years Avondale Memorial Church has used the Sabbath 
closest to Australia Day to feature Adventist outreach among our In-
digenous people and this year, the Sabbath programs on January 22 
were no exception. The Sabbath School program began with a wel-
come by a number of members representing the many nationalities 
and languages in our church and the words of the popular song, “We 
are one and we are many” aptly described the unity that we share 
as Australians in spite of our diverse origins. Worship Coordinator 
Ray Boehm and Joan Sawert had decorated the church rostrum and 
stage with the flags of many nations, and Australiana. A beautiful 
pictorial presentation of Australian landscapes by Pr Lyndon & Mrs 
Olive Schick accompanied the reading of Dorothy McKellar’s poem, 
“I Love a Sunburnt Country”. The Mission segment featured a report 
on indigenous ministry and the work of Mamarapha College by Prs 
Richard Read and Keith Stockwell. 

In the church service, Elder of the day, Pr Lionel Smith acknowl-
edged the traditional owners of the land-the Awabakal nation, 
and the Former ATSIM Director, Pr Steve Piez outlined some of the 
history of Adventist work among our First Nation’s people with 
his message from the words of Jesus to Peter, “Feed My Sheep”. A 
further report of Indigenous ministry was shared in the afternoon 
program at 3:00pm by AUC ATSIM Assistant Director Kelly Jackman, 
Pr Don Fehlberg via a video, and North NSW ATSIM Director, Pastor 
Keith Stockwell, on his work at Brewarrina. Australia Day provides a 
significant opportunity to reflect on the journey of the original custo-
dians of this ancient land and at Avondale Memorial we also focused 
on our shared hope and unity in Jesus Christ.

Pr Richard Read, Pr Keith Stockwell, Kelly Kackman, and 
Avondale Memorial senior pastor, Pr Nimrod Maua

Notice is hereby given of a Special Constituency Meeting of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church North New South Wales Conference, 
scheduled for Sunday 17th April 2022, commencing at 3:00 pm, in 
the Big Tent at Stuarts Point Convention Centre located at 250 Grassy 
Head Rd, Stuarts Point, NSW. The main order of business will be 
to consider amendments to the NNSW Conference Constitution to 
provide for electronic voting. For more information, please contact 
Pastor Abel Iorgulescu, General Secretary NNSW.


