
northpoint
May 2022

North New South Wales Conference News



Pr Adrian Raethel
NNSW Conference President

Steven Teale 
Bray Park Pastor

The last three months here at Bray Park church have been a challenging time with the recent 
floods, with many members directly impacted as well as thousands of people in our local area. 
However we praise God through all the events of COVID and these recent floods that He is still 
on the throne and finishing the work He started in and through His people (Phill 1:6).

Bray Park church had the privilege to start the year off with a baptism. Clare Foster moved 
into Murwillumbah a little over 12 months ago were she ran into a member of our church and 
started doing Bible studies. Clare, a Christian for most of her adult life struggled with certain 
aspects of her faith until introduced to Adventism. She wrote after her baptism:

“I am no longer wondering blind but walking with Him with such clarity and my eyes are 
wide open. James 1:17 says, ‘Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, com-
ing down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shifting or shadow.’
He is our greatest comforter that spends personal time with me, walks with me in every 
aspect of my life. Now Lord put me to work.” We praise God for His continual faithfulness to 
work even through COVID restrictions.

Among other things taking place at Bray Park is the commencement of Adventurers, updating 
of our Church building, and the Bray Park missional outreach to church plant in Pottsville. 

The recent floods brought a mountain of opportunity to witness to our community, with 
Nathan Andreoli (Bible worker) and members from our church reaching out cleaning mud 
from under people’s houses as well as getting water logged cars going, food and clothing. This 
helping hand led to several community members signing their children up to our Adventurer 
program which commenced with 11 children being signed up on the day with another 6 join-
ing over the last few weeks. Great is God’s faithfulness to continue the work no matter what’s 
going on.

The missional command to “Go” (Matthew 28) has been taken up by Bray Park with the first 
fortnightly BBQs and Bible studies, which kicked off in January seeing over 25 men, wom-
en and children sitting down Sabbath afternoon enjoying the beautiful place of Pottsville, 
with an Evangelistic program and a God’s Closet planned for the future months. Bray Park is 
pulling out all of its resources and financial capability to reach out to Pottsville and the sur-
rounding communites. We are looking forward to seeing God’s leading as we reach out from 
ourselves to share the 3 Angel’s messages.

We also have been going through a physical transition over the last 6 months with the church 
getting a full make over. Robert Teale, a recent baptised member and part of our deacon team, 
Garry Jackson, Graham Chilton and Tony Price have been working flat out using their talents 
every Sunday and almost every week day afternoon in addition to their personal work. With 
more projects on the agenda Bray Park by the end of this year will look like a new church.
We praise God for each and every member who has helped out and done things behind the 
scenes to get the church looking so good. We are looking forward to what God has instore for 
the rest of the year. 

“We should show by our words and works that we recognize the great responsibility laid upon 
us. Our light should shine so clearly that others can see that we glorify the Father in our daily 

lives; that we are connected with heaven and are joint heirs with Jesus Christ, that when He shall 
appear in power and great glory, we shall be like Him.” Testimony Treasures 4T16.3

More than any other passage in the Bible, Revelation 14.6-12 defines who Seventh-day 
Adventist Christians are.  Our identity, our mission, our focus, our prophetic context and 
character are summarised in this passage.  But have you recently noticed the next verse?

Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from now on.’”  “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labours, and their 

works follow them.”  Rev. 14.13

I preached at the Avondale Memorial Church on 29 January this year.  This was one of 
the first Sabbaths back after a break and lockdown over year end.  Pastor Lionel Smith 
(Snr), one of the elders, gave an update on the members who had passed away over the 
holiday period.  My wife and I were surprised at how many there were, around 8 pre-
cious people.  

Death is always an unwelcome intruder and we are faced with the reality that death is a 
part of life.  But John turns our focus to a special assurance for those who remain loyal 
to Christ until the very end.  Firstly, they die in the Lord.  And if they die in the Lord, they 
will be raised just as He was.  What assurance, what hope, what joy to look forward to.  
Secondly, they rest.  No more pain, hurt or suffering.  Sleeping peacefully.  Thirdly, their 
works follow them.  In other words, the impact of their lives, their service and ministry, 
the contribution they have made lives on in the lives of those remaining.  Talk about 
turning a negative into a positive.  

On Monday 28 March, Pr John Lang passed away in the Newcastle Private Hospital from 
cancer.  Another one of those “blessed” according to John the Revelator because he died 
in the Lord.  John pastored churches across the Conference from Bourke to Coffs Har-
bour before being appointed as the Ministerial Association Secretary and then called to 
be president, a position he held for 10 years.  Even in his retirement, he continued to be 
an area mentor for the western region of the Conference, supporting, encouraging and 
working with local church pastors with a particular interest in helping interns.  His wife 
Barbara has been faithfully by his side all through that journey.  John was also heavily in-
volved in the construction of the prayer chapel and the Sabbath walk at the Stuarts Point 
campground (now called Yarra Holiday Park).  John’s works, like all those from around 
the Conference who have recently passed, follow him.

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.”

David Stojcic
Living Abundantly Church Pastor

On the Sabbath 12th of March, Living Abundantly Church (Com-
pany) had the joy of witnessing a commitment of two precious 
souls that made commitment to Jesus and to His body, the Church, 
through baptism. As they came out of the waters of baptism they 
were beaming with joy and peace that only God can impart. Rafael 
and Danny started attending the church a couple of years ago as a 
result of the health outreach.



The North NSW Conference is admin-
istered by the Executive Committee 
which in turn delegates authority 
to three Boards who govern our 
Church, Schools and Aged Care 
entities. The Executive Committee 
and boards meet regularly during the 
year and below you’ll see some key 
recent decisions and highlights.

NNSW Schools Ltd
• The past 6 months have been co-
loured, of course by COVID and the 
Vaccine Mandates, and the Board has 
needed to navigate through both the 
legislation and the expectations of 
the Education profession in a focused 
effort to secure our sustainability. 
The NNSW School Company has been 
very blessed that even with all the 
disruption and turmoil, our schools 
continue to grow, with 2022 seeing 
over 4,000 students now enrolled 
in our schools and early childhood 
centres.
 
• At the October 2021 meeting, the 
Board approved an Enterprise Risk 
Management Framework for the 
company along with endorsing the 
new Enterprise Agreements for staff 
in readiness to be submitted to the 
Fair Work Commission for review. It 
is pleasing to note that all 3 EA’s were 
approved and are now in place.

• At the November 2021 meeting, the 
Board received the annual consol-
idated Mission Impact report for 
NNSW Schools and individual reports 
for each school for 2021. These 
reports measure free choice faith 
interactions by our students in areas 
such as Chapel, Bible Study, Service 
and other faith enhancing voluntary 
opportunities in schools. Despite 
‘remote learning’ and reduced school 
programs, still over half (51%) of our 
Year 3 to 12 students deepened their 
faith experiences voluntarily during 
2021. NNSW schools had 41 students 
attending baptismal studies (with 22 
baptisms) and a further 774 students 
attended general Bible studies across 
2021.

Pr Abel Iorgulescu
NNSW General Secretary

• The January 2022 meeting was fo-
cused on vision casting, strategy plan-
ning and board-based compliance 
for the year ahead. This year much 
time was spent discussing the further 
growth of the BRIDGE metaphor 
and how we can deepen and widen 
the Mission Impact of our schools 
and early learning centres. The key 
phrase of “You cannot be, what you 
cannot see’ drove discussions about 
making our faith expressions visible, 
our heads and feet ministry tangible 
and our collective love of Christ our 
calling card. 

NNSW Aged Care Ltd
• At the October 2021 Meeting, the 
General Manager (GM) for People 
and Culture attended the meeting to 
provide her update for 2021. Further 
to this, the Board received an update 
on Work Health and Safety data, and 
staff turnover data. 

• At the December 2021 Meeting the 
Board discussed and approved a 
capital request to undertake a signifi-
cant refurbishment of the Alstonville 
Facility noting the Department of 
Health pre-approval for funding and 
Stewart Brown modelling.

• At the March 2022 Meeting, the 
Board noted that the significant re-
furbishment for Alton Lodge reached 
practical completion in late February 
2022. The refurbished rooms have 
been well received by residents along 
with the new outdoor courtyard gar-
den and renovated dining room.

• At the same meeting, a Board Brief 
relating to boundary realignment 
on Freemans Drive to enable the 
construction of a security fence was 
tabled and discussed.

NNSW Church Ltd
• We praise God for the 175 baptisms, 
1 rebaptism and 15 professions of 
faith that took place for the year 
ending 31 December 2021, bringing 
the membership of the Conference to 

North NSW Conference Governance Highlights

Charissa Torossian
Hamilton SDA Church

On the long weekend in June of 2021, Pr Justin received a text from a man in the New-
castle area with a wife and 5 children. He said, “I have never attended a Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, although I feel God’s Holy Spirit moving in my heart and giving me 
new life… I would appreciate if I could meet you and pray together.” Justin and his wife, 
Charissa, went to visit Patrick and his family and were amazed as they heard more of 
their story.
 
Patrick and his wife Catherine had both been raised in non-Christian homes, although 
Patrick had been baptised as a Pentecostal 14 years ago. Patrick quickly grew uncom-
fortable with various manifestations that he saw happening in his church, so he stopped 
attending although he remained convinced that the Bible was true. He just wasn’t sure 
if there was a church that followed all Bible truth. Years ago, Patrick and his wife had 
lived next door to an Adventist dentist, who shared with them the truth about the Bible 
Sabbath. Patrick became convicted of this truth and when circumstances in their family 
prompted him to turn to God in a deeper way, he started searching for more truth.
 
In his search, Patrick came across Adventist preachers on YouTube. Preachers like Doug 
Bachelor and Randy Skeete caught his attention. But his favourite sermons were those 
by Walter Pearson of Breath of Life Ministries, who sadly had passed away in 2020.  His 
sermons on the remnant church and the sanctuary impacted Patrick’s life in a profound 
way. It was at this point, and after much prayer, that he had reached out to Pr Justin. 
After months of studying together in person, and over Zoom during lockdown, when the 
restrictions lifted, this precious family began worshipping in person at Hamilton every 
Sabbath, often being some of the first ones at church every week! On March 26, Patrick 
and Catherine were baptised together, their 5 precious children were dedicated, and the 
couple also requested to renew of their wedding vows. Pr Walter Pearson’s widow, Pa-
tricia also sent a surprise greeting to the family.  Many in attendance commented on this 
special Sabbath as one of the most beautiful they had ever experienced. Let’s continue 
to pray for the many others out there who are just like this precious family, looking and 
longing for more truth.

12,414.
• The Conference Strategic Plan voted 
at the 2019 Constituency meeting is 
discussed and updated regularly at 
the Board meetings.

• Approval was given to planning a 
Spiritual Retreat in October 2022 for 
all Pastors, Departmental Directors 
and Board Directors.

• The ‘Yarrahapinni Adventist Youth 
Centre’ and ‘Stuarts Point Conven-
tion Centre’ were approved to be 
rebranded as “YARRA Adventure and 
Holiday Parks”. 

• An anonymous “Support and Well-
being Survey for Pastors and Spous-
es” was conducted for the purpose 
of better understanding the relation-
ship between Conference Leadership 
and pastoral families.  

NNSW Executive Committee
• On 26 October 2021 the NNSW 
Executive Committee approved the 
transitions of ‘Newcastle University 
Church Plant’ and ‘Living Abundant-
ly Church Plant’ to Company Status. 
Further to this, on the same day, the 
Committee approved the application 
for the formation of the Pottsville 
and Evans Head Church Plants. 

• On 30 November 2021, NNSW 
Executive Committee approved the 
application for the formation of the 
Central Coast Samoan Church Plant.

• At the request of Blue Haven 
Church members, the Executive 
Committee recorded the closure of 
the Blue Haven Church Company. 
Most members of Blue Haven have 
transferred their membership to 
Wyee Church.

• The Committee approved signage 
grants for the following churches: 
Guyra, Coffs Harbour and Lakeside.
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Leanne Rudwick
Lismore Church

It’s difficult to put into words the 
destruction that hit the Northern 
Rivers recently with 2 major floods 
only one month apart and 5 years 
since the last major flood. The water 
rose quickly in the early hours of 
Monday 28th February 2022, to a 
record 14.40m, 2m above the 1954 
and 1974 flood levels and a month 
later on the 30th March it rose to 
11.40m. Homes were swept away, 
shipping containers and buses were 
found streets away from where they 
were, and people lost their lives. The 
streets looked like a war zone piled 
high with debris of people’s personal 
belongings and the stench of decay 
was thick in the air. 

In the early hours of February 28, 
many people tried to escape the 
rapidly rising water by climbing into 
their roof cavity or onto their roofs in 
the torrential rain. One Lismore res-
ident said every house on her street 
had people including the elderly 
and children perched on their roof 
in an attempt to escape the water. 
Emergency services were stretched, 
people from the community rescued 
people using their own boats. People 
were getting into boats with only the 
clothes they were wearing. 

The Lismore Seventh Day Adventist 
Church was right where some of the 
boats were pulling up. Members from 
the Lismore church instantly pro-
vided blankets and towels as people 
were lifted out of boats. In the days 
and weeks that followed members 
of the church joined with members 
of the community to provide food, 
medicine and clothing to Lismore 
residents and isolated communities 
through helicopter drops. The front 
of the church became a pop-up stall 
serving hot/cold drinks and food, on 
the busiest day 560 people were fed. 
Generators provided power and peo-
ple were able to charge their phones 
so they could keep in touch with their 
loved ones. Inside the church, the 
pews became a place to store food 

and organise hampers. The church 
hall became a large Op-shop and 
mini grocery market. People from 
the wider community donated food, 
bottles of water, clothing and clean-
ing products. There were so many 
donations that the children’s Sabbath 
School rooms housed the items until 
they were distributed. Teams of peo-
ple from our church also went into 
the community to help clean houses 
and businesses. Other people organ-
ised school bags for primary and high 
school students who had lost every-
thing. It was heart-warming to see 
people be the hands and feet of Jesus 
in a crisis when there was so much 
hurt, pain and loss.

Reports indicate that there were 
4,000 people rescued from their 
homes. Many chose not to evacuate 
as they did not believe water levels 
would reach the height it did. The 
2022 floods have taken a massive toll 
on Lismore and surrounding areas 
– lives lost, thousands homeless, dam-
age to houses, schools and businesses 
and many people are still isolated 
because of landslips and damage to 
roads and bridges.

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
those who have been impacted by 
the floods as they rebuild their lives. 
Thank you to all the people who 
helped during this crisis giving their 
time, donations of food, clothing, and 
other items. 

Leticia Moreno’s commitment to ministry was recognised on 
April 9th at Singleton SDA Church during her comissioning 
service. There was never a moment in Leticia’s life where 
she didn’t know Jesus. From her earliest memories God has 
always been there. After working as a teacher for 3 years 
Leticia felt God calling her into ministry and as of 2022 is the 
pastor of two churches, Singleton and Musselbrook. “Today I 
serve God as a pastor- because He called me and because my 
parents showed me God’s love. God is faithful and I can’t wait 
to see what comes next.” says Leticia. 



CONQUERORS
 

More Than

JUNE 3-5
2022

Women's Retreat

S T U A R T S  P O I N T  
C O N V E N T I O N  C E N T R E

 
G R A S S Y  H E A D  R O A D

S T U A R T ' S  P O I N T  N S W

RSVP: 20 May 2022
 Hosted by the combined 

Women's Ministry Leaders 
of the NNSW Churches

 Register at:
https://events.adventist.org.au/event/info/8496  

Enquiries
The NorthPoint Bulletin is printed 10 
times per year by the Adventist Church 
(North New South Wales Conference).

Editor Marta Rutkowska
Phone (02) 4951 8088
Email MartaRutkowska@adventist.org.au
Website nnsw.adventist.org.au

Contributions
We would love to share local news with 
the conference in print or online. Please 
send through relevant contributions to 
the above contact address.

Disclaimer: Articles express the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Don’t miss out on the 
excitement. Get the conference 
news straight to your inbox!
nnsw.adventist.org.au/
northpoint-bulletin

Visit our website for the latest 
news and events.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-
and-events

Subscribe to 
NorthPoint 
online!LUNCHEON, MYSTERY GUEST AND MUSICAL AFTERNOON

Sunday 
MAY 29,  

2022
Fundraising 
EVENT
Come along and enjoy a fully seated delicious 
meal and musical afternoon.
Funds will be used to finalise the building of the Wyee Community Hub.  
Come learn how God is working through a little church with vision and big  
dreams to reach out to the homeless and needy in the South Lakes  
area and communities beyond. A detailed report will be  
presented on the day.

Contact Jeanette on:  
0432015699 or email:  

Jeanette.ashcroft@gmail.com

If you would like to support this project all donations $2 and over are tax deductible.

Seating is STRICTLY LIMITED and 
reserved for adults only.  Book early 

to avoid disappointment.

To learn more about 
the Wyee Hub 

project scan here > 

Avondale Memorial SDA Church – Function Centre
584-587 Freemans Drive, Cooranbong NSW 2265
1pm – 4pm

• Direct deposit to:  
Greater Bank Morisset Wyee Community Hub
BSB: 637000  Acc. 725306849
Use you surname as your reference.   
Email Jeanette with your details.

• Cheque: Make cheques payable to Wyee 
Community Hub and hand to your Local 
Church Fundraiser Representative who is:  

TICKETS:  
Single - $70 

Double - $130

WYEE  
COMMUNITY  
HUB in association  

with Wyee SDA Church

Lea-Anne Smith

Jessica is a wife, mother, clinical
psychologist, and local church elder who
feels called by God to share His identity,
His love, and His mission. She believes
God is the ultimate healer, and that He

has gifted modern psychology with
principles that alleviate suffering and

bring mental health healing. For
relaxation, Jessica enjoys reading,

massage, going on adventures with her
family, and long-distance swimming near

her Gold Coast home.
 

Jessica Bishop

Lea-Anne is manager of Better
Books and Foods, Cooranbong

NSW, and draws from a number of
life challenges overcome by God’s

grace plus previous work in
nursing, family business and

ministry. A wife, mother and PhD
candidate in Religion at Avondale

University, Lea-Anne enjoys
leading worship tours to the Bible
lands and seeing the Bible come

alive for those who travel with her.
 

Program Cost:
Weekend $150 - Special Dietary Needs $165

Sabbath Day Visitor - $50 - Special Dietary Needs $58
Accommodation Bookings and Prices:

(02) 65690576 
http://stuartspointconventioncentre.com.au 

Program Enquiries:
Alison: 0418652206 vashti20@bigpond.com
Kerrie: 0402835252 kezzaaclem@gmail.com


