
northpoint
December 2021

Planning for Big Camp 2022 is well un-
derway. Big Camp will run from Friday 
night 15 April through to Saturday night 
23 April.  Following the cancellation of 
Big Camp in 2020 due to the pandemic 
and the Little Big Camp in 2021, we are 
excited and very much looking forward 
to a full camp experience next year.  The 
theme is “Making Disciples” which is part 

Big Camp 2022 Applications Open December 10

of the Conference strategic plan.  Special 
features include the return of “Super 
Sunday” and a nightly intergenerational 
worship program specifically designed 
for families with younger children.  You 
will find more information in this issue 
of Northpoint, and registrations will open 
shortly.
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My wife and I were out walking 
in our neighbourhood on a recent 
Sabbath afternoon and came across a 
man putting up his Christmas decora-
tions. Nothing unusual about that you 
may say but this was towards the end 
of October. We stopped and chatted to 
him, reflecting that it was a bit early. 
His response was along the lines of 
that everyone has had a tough time 
in recent months and he wanted to 
bring some joy and happiness to the 
area as people drove and walked by. 
He informed us that as soon as Hal-
loween was over on 31 October, he 
was going to switch his lights on and 
he has been true to his word.  

Luke records in his gospel that an an-
gel stood before a group of shepherds 
who were caring for their sheep one 

Bethany Chapman
NNSW Conference 

Women’s Ministries Director

326 viewers joined the live YouTube stream of “We the Girls” on Friday evening 
November 5th. The event was intended to be in real life at Macquarie College, but 
we were excited to see the reach go so much further when we needed to move on-
line because of COVID-19 lockdowns impacting NSW. We were intentional to engage 
with a live audience but the program can still be viewed at bit.ly/wtgl1. There have 
now been over 470 views. The “We the Girls” project was put together by a group of 
female pastors in NNSW who wanted to see women, especially teens, grow in their 
communities of faithful women. We have collaborated with three campus churches 
and schools as well as the NNSW women’s ministry department, (Avondale Schools, 
Central Coast Adventist School, Gateway, the Haven, Macquarie College, Wallsend). 
The future plans include twice yearly events as well as fun ways to help women 
grow their faith in schools and at home.  

You can follow ‘We The 
Girls’ on Instagram or 
Facebook to keep updated 
on our news and events. 

instagram.com/we_the_
girls_co

facebook.com/We-The-
Girls-102750175472032/

night and announced to them the 
coming of the Saviour. Why make 
this incredibly important announce-
ment to a group of men looking after 
sheep?  No offence to shepherds but 
wouldn’t an illuminated sign in the 
main town/city have more impact 
and get the attention of more peo-
ple?  And what did that heavenly 
choir sound like? Oh to have a mobile 
phone back then and record that mu-
sic. “Glory to God in the highest, And 
on earth peace, goodwill toward men 
(read everyone)!” Luke 2.14.  

Think about that for a moment: peace 
and goodwill. Within our Conference, 
we have:

- people from different ethnic and 
culture backgrounds.  Peace and 
goodwill.

- People who enjoy different worship 
experiences.  Peace and goodwill.

- People who might be struggling in 
their relationship with God. Peace 
and goodwill.

- People who may be enduring a 
range of hardships and personal or 
family crises. Peace and goodwill.

- People who may have different 
points of view or may take a different 
position on a particular topic. Peace 
and goodwill.

The man who put his Christmas lights 
up early has brought some peace and 
goodwill to our neighbourhood.  

I claim to be a Seventh-day Adven-
tist Christian, a follower of Jesus. He 
came to earth to bring peace and 
goodwill.  I don’t have an option. I 
have to do the same.  

Wishing much peace and goodwill to 
you, your family and loved ones over 
this festive season.  

Matt Atcheson
Pastor

On November 6, 2021, Tumbulgum Seventh-day Adventist church celebrated its 40th 
anniversary, at its current location. The church was dedicated in 1981, after the late Ron 
& Glad Brunner generously donated a prime piece of land on a hill overlooking the Tweed 
River. A church company was formed several years prior in 1978, not long after Calvyn 
Townend arrived as Pastor of Murwillumbah, and was asked to help form a company at 
Tumbulgum. This group soon hired the Tumbulgum town hall to worship in, and began 
running a “Happy Holiday Hour” or VBS for the community of around 60 homes. This 
proved a huge success, and shortly after, a Pathfinder club was formed, which included 18 
non-Adventists, and 12 children from church members. As the group grew, they worked to 
build the church on the hill, which could only be reached via ferry in the early days, from 
the other side of the Tweed River.

Pastor Matt Atcheson acknowledged the service of the many pastors from the past 40 
years, including our Conference President, Pastor Adrian Raethel, who shared a vid-
eo message with the church at the celebration. Conference Secretary, Abel Iorgulescu, 
celebrated in person and preached a powerful message about remembering our spiritual 
landmarks. There are two current families who have attended the church since it was first 
dedicated, the Race and Taylor families. Alwyn Race, the current head elder; and Nola 
Taylor, who leads the ministry of hospitality in the church with her husband Jeff. Nola 
recalls that in the height of its growth, the children’s Sabbath School had 50 young people 
in attendance. They met in the room that is now the kitchen, as plans were made to extend 
and add a hall and multiple additional Sabbath School rooms. 

Special moments in the service included: Alwyn sharing a historical tribute; two local 
attending children (Elijah and Tahlia) leading out in the offering and Scripture reading; 
local musicians Beryl, Zena and Boyd who led out in music; special music by Tweed Valley 
Adventist College students and staff, and Phil Jones, Shanna Duke, and Darren and Harry 
Postema; and the beautiful flower arrangements by members Joan Butler and Beryl Race. 
A special mention was given to Pr. Warren Price as the longest serving Pastor of 8 years, 
and Pr. Errol Wright who has served officially on four separate occasions, and continues 
to actively support the church as an elder.

Tumbulgum has always been a very mission-minded and generous church. Brief reports 
were given during the Sabbath School program, of the church’s longstanding involvement 
and support with missions in Kwailabesi, India, Solomon Islands, Kenya Health, locally, 
and the Log Cabin.

The building of this church, and its ministry to the surrounding community is due to not 
only the church leaders, but the members who, throughout the past 40+ years, have volun-
teered their time and energy to bring others to know God. 

Although COVID-19 lockdowns and uncertainty meant that plans for this celebration were 
cancelled, just a couple of weeks ago it was decided that the church should not let this 
opportunity pass, and a smaller event was planned. 

Pastor Matt Atcheson reflects on the celebration. “I was so happy that we were able meet 
as a church and celebrate God’s blessings over the past 40 plus years. There has been some 
discouragement & frustration because the church hasn’t been always able to meet due 
to COVID-19 lockdowns or restrictions. Something that is really important for us all, but 
it’s particularly important for the older generation who don’t have the ability to Zoom or 
connect as easily. So when we saw the opportunity to celebrate, we grabbed it, and it was 
a real blessing for nearly 100 who were in attendance. The day has been a real boost to 
everyone, as we reflect on the goodness of God and that He still has a plan for each of us 
and the Tumbulgum community.” 

The prayer of the Tumbulgum membership is that God will bless their efforts so that this 
little church will continue to shine brightly to the community around them as a light on a 
hill. 

The North New South Wales 
Conference’s annual Grey No-
mads Camp will be held from 
6-15 May, 2022, at the Adventist 
Convention Centre, Stuarts 
Point, NSW. The event is open 
to grey nomads from across 
Australia (and beyond!), and 
is an excellent opportunity for 
retirees to meet and fellowship 
together. Applications will be 
available in December via the 
NNSW website. Speakers are: Pr 
Justin Lawman and Pr Ashley 
Smith. For more information, 
contact Ros at (02) 4944 3221 or 
greynomads@adventist.org.au.

 



It has already been more than six months since you gave your financial support, and what an ever-changing time it 
was. Nevertheless, the funds have carefully been utilised to support the front-line work through much prayer, 
consultation, and planning. 

Based on the key strategies of ‘Proclaiming the Gospel’ and ‘Making Disciples’, the 2021 Appeal funds are 
being invested as follows:

Digital Evangelism - $140,000
• The Lockdowns created by the COVID-19 Pandemic led our Evangelism team to create an online presence like never

before. The internet platform ‘TheEnd.Digital’ became the main avenue of proclaiming powerful messages of hope &
salvation through Jesus Christ.

• The most recent evangelistic campaign went for four weeks (16 July - 6 August 2021) with 12 presentations that had
total episode views of 33,631 (Australia & International).

 ⸰ 431 materials/books were posted out to 186 people who requested the free offers connected with each topic.
 ⸰ 8 individuals signed up for further Bible studies, and follow ups are occurring with many other contacts. 

Film Production (Dominion & Downfall) - $200,000
• In just the last six months since Big Camp 2021, Kingdom Come, the first film in the three-part prophecy series, has

been viewed another seven million times! Thanks to your generosity, the pre-production steps of research, interviews
selection and script drafting have commenced on the next two films—Dominion (the rise of the Roman Church and
the resulting Protestant Reformation) and Downfall (Revelation 13’s ‘mortal wound’ and the events of Matthew 24). The
films’ messages are for all people, “small and great, rich and poor, free and bond”. We look forward to keeping you
updated on their progress in 2022.

Church Multiplication - $120,000
• The NNSW Church Planting Department is grateful for its appropriation from the 2021 Big Camp Appeal. The funds

were used to support the following initiatives:
 ⸰ Funding a Bible worker who is actively engaged in establishing a SDA Church Plant in the Community Centre in 

Evans Head, with the support of Lismore Church.
 ⸰ Funding part of the salary of a pastor who is tasked with planting a new SDA Church in Pottsville, with the 

support of the Bray Park Church.
 ⸰ The establishment of the Central Coast Samoan Church Plant, led by a team of Avondale University ministry 

students.

2021 BIG CAMP APPEAL
SIX MONTH REPORT
I want to thank you that despite the uncertainties created by the COVID-19 Pandemic, you have stepped out 
in faith and invested directly in cutting-edge evangelism, local missions training and church multiplication. 
As a result of the generous spirit that God placed in your heart, just over $580,000 is now invested in 
proclaiming the Three Angels Messages not only within our Conference, but throughout the world.

“For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and 
then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and 

increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of 
generosity in you.”  2 Corinthians 9:10 (NLT) 

“The one who stands nearest to Christ will be he who on earth 
has drunk most deeply of the spirit of His self-sacrificing love, 
[…] love that moves the disciple, as it moved our Lord, to live 
and labour and sacrifice, even unto death, for the saving of 

humanity.” (Sign of the Times, 22/01/1902)

If you have any questions regarding the 2021 Big Camp appeal, don’t hesitate to get 
contact Abel Iorgulescu on 0404 46 44 77 or abeliorgulescu@adventist.org.au

We cannot thank you enough for your generosity and dedication to support the mission of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North NSW Conference and beyond. 

All praise to God...

North NewSouth Wales

Seventh-day Adventist Church (North New South Wales Conference) Limited
112 Lake Road (PO Box 7) Wallsend NSW 2287, AUSTRALIA
T (02) 4951 8088 F (02) 4950 1102 E nnsw.conf@adventist.org.au ABN 34 104 269 150 nnsw.adventist.org.au

We invest in others.

Local Missions & Bible Workers - $20,000
•  The Big Camp Appeal partnered with the NNSW Evangelism Department to support 12 Local Mission Volunteers

serving across the Conference, the majority being between the ages of 18-23. Some of the Local Mission 
Locations include: Lismore, Murwillimbah, Bourke, Coonamble, Armidale, Alstonville, Raymond Terrace, Hamilton, 
and Tweed Valley Adventist College. 

• Further to this, there are 10 full-time Bible workers serving in our Conference. Between them, they’ve already led 
9 people to baptism, 4 more made a decision for baptism, and they are leading out in 70 weekly Bible studies. 
ARISE - $100,000

•  The NNSW Conference together with the Evangelism Department is preparing for ARISE 2022.  It is inspiring to 
see that we have already received applications from 7 local people and 5 international expressions of interest.

• Backup plans have already been developed for lockdown events and possible restrictions.
BALANCE still being allocated - $6,672
 Let me assure you that we are committed to ensuring that every cent is invested directly into the type of front 
line, cutting edge projects that you have shown your desire to support. We look forward to soon reporting on 
God’s leading in the months ahead.



Read Matthew 1:18-25, Matthew 2:1-11 and Luke 2:1-21 in the Bible and find all the words below!
1. Perry, L., Xu, X., Gallagher, R., Nicholls, R., Sibbritt, D., & Duffield, C. (2018). Lifestyle health behaviors of Nurses 
and Midwives: The ‘Fit for the Future’ Study. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 
15(945). https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph15050945 

2. Hosseini, M., Ashktorab, T., & Taghdisi, M. (2013). Health promotion lifestyle in nursing students: A systematic 
review. Journal of Health Promotion Management, 2(1), 66-79.

3. Royal Society for Public Health. (2014). Public less trusting of diet and exercise advice from overweight doctors 
and nurses. https://www.rsph.org.uk/about-us/news/public-less-trusting-of-diet-and-exercise-advice-from-overweight-
doctors-and-nurses.html

Erin Keegan
Lecturer
Avondale University

The Children & Family Ministries department have officially launched “Worship in 
a Box 2” (Parables Edition).  This resource would make an ideal gift for families with 
young children in your church and features some of the great parables of Jesus con-
cluding with the family finding Jesus in a manger in a stable.  Each parable features 
a toy that your child can hold and play with while you tell the story.

Families are shown step by step how to do family worship in their homes and this 
resource combines story, play and the power of the gospel to help your family claim 
a God moment.  These God moments create an anchor point on which your child can 
hang their faith.

“WORSHIP IN A BOX 2” IS AVAILABLE NOW. TO ORDER PHONE: 4951 8088

This resource is $25 each and only available from the NNSW Conference office.  For 
a limited time, this box also includes the new Advent for Kids book written by Karen 
Collum and Nathan Brown. 

Cherelle Parker
Children’s & Family Ministries Assistant

I have just submitted my final re-
search paper for my Master of Nurs-
ing, entitled ’The influence of nurses’ 
personal health behaviours on their 
effectiveness as health promotors.’ The 
literature demonstrates that despite 
being well-informed on the numerous 
benefits of positive lifestyle behaviours, 
many nurses do not practice the healthy 
actions they advise their patients to fol-
low (1). Nurses who practiced healthy 
lifestyle behaviours were more likely 
to discuss lifestyle issues with patients 
(2). And while 59% of patients report-
ed they would listen to health advice 
from a physician within a healthy 
weight range, only 9% said they would 
listen to health advice from an over-
weight physician (3). It is clear that our 
credibility as health professionals but 
also as Seventh-day Adventist Chris-
tians improves when we role model 
the behaviours we encourage others 
to follow. Our likelihood of discussing 
the many benefits of exercise, a healthy 

diet, alcohol avoidance or smoking 
cessation with our patients increases 
when we have personally experienced 
them ourselves. Are we also then not 
much more inclined to tell others of 
the innumerable gains from reading 
the Bible daily, bringing everything to 
God in prayer, and actively participat-
ing in church, when we are doing these 
spiritual practices in our personal lives 
too?

1 Timothy 4.12 “Be an example to all 
believers in what you say, in the way 
you live, in your love, your faith, and 
your purity.”

Hebrews 12.1-2 “Therefore, since we 
are surrounded by such a great cloud 
of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with persever-
ance the race marked out for us, fixing 
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith.”

SPELT BREAD ROLLS

Ingredients: 

- 1½ cups wholemeal spelt flour
- 2 tsp baking powder

- 1 cup natural soy yogurt or plant-ba-
sed yogurt of choice (use greek yogurt 

if not vegan)
- Pinch of salt

- Soy milk for brushing or milk of 
choice - you can use egg wash if not 

vegan (optional)
- Mixed seeds to top (optional)

Method:
1. In a bowl, combine flour and baking 
powder and mix well to combine.
2. Add yogurt and salt to the bowl and 
mix until it comes together to form a 
dough.
3. Knead for 2-3 minutes to work the 
dough.
4. Divide dough evenly into 6 balls. If 
you want larger buns, divide into 4, etc.
5. Form little bun shapes with your 
hands and place them on a baking tray. 
I cut a little cross at the top of each bun 
with a knife.
6. Brush with a little soy milk (or other 
plant milk) and sprinkle on mixed seeds 
if desired. I pressed my seeds into the 
buns a little to help them stick.
7. Bake in the oven at 180 C for about 10 
minutes.

Find this recipe and lots more 
online at hazelandcacao.com



Enquiries
The NorthPoint Bulletin is printed 10 
times per year by the Adventist Church 
(North New South Wales Conference).

Editor Marta Rutkowska
Phone (02) 4951 8088
Email northpoint@adventist.org.au
Website nnsw.adventist.org.au

Contributions
We would love to share local news with 
the conference in print or online. Please 
send through relevant contributions to 
the above contact address.

Disclaimer: Articles express the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Don’t miss out on the 
excitement. Get the conference 
news straight to your inbox!
nnsw.adventist.org.au/
northpoint-bulletin

Visit our website for the latest 
news and events.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-
and-events

Subscribe to 
NorthPoint 
online!

Abel Iorgulescu
NNSW Conference  
General Secretary

The month of December is often 
perceived as a time of giving and 
receiving. Nearly everyone is look-
ing forward to receiving a gift, hop-
ing it will bring lasting satisfaction 
and happiness. However, we often 
forget the words of Jesus when He 
said, “it is more blessed to GIVE 
than to receive” (Acts 20:25).

God is defined by giving: He gives 
us life, our heart’s desire, wisdom, 
salvation through Jesus Christ and 
a new life through the Holy Spirit. 
In the words of James, “Every good 
thing given, and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights…” (James 1:17).

God keeps on giving, and we are 
invited to follow His example. In 
fact, the blessings He pours out 
over us are meant to be shared 
with those who are less fortunate, 
with those who are lonely, hungry, 
thirsty, naked, imprisoned, and the 
list goes on.

God wants us to give ourselves in 
service to those in need because 
caring for the needs of the suffer-
ing is a true act of worship. 

Amos 5:21-24 clearly states that 
God refuses to receive the worship 
of those who ignore the physical 
needs of the suffering. Worship is 
not only something that we do with 
our lips but also something that is 
expressed in our actions. 

God keeps on giving -  and the 
North NSW Conference is commit-
ted to doing the same through the 
ministry of Adventist Community 
Services. This department exists 
to bring tangible support to those 
who feel forgotten, abandoned and 
stricken by tragedy and disaster. 
Every donation in cash of $2 or 
more made to the Adventist Com-
munity Services is tax-deductible, 
and every cent donated will go 
towards projects that will make a 
difference in the communities near 
you. Thank you for partnering with 
us in worshipping God through acts 
of kindness.

God keeps on giving… and we will 
too.


