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North New South Wales Conference News

The Conference strategic focus for 2022 is “Making Disciples”.  
This is the third of the 4 key focus areas voted through at the 
last constituency meeting:
- Growing Spiritually 
- Serving Humanity
- Making Disciples
- Proclaiming the Gospel  

The by-line for next year:  Impact 1.  One individual, one fam-
ily, one group, one community.  Every church involved in at 
least one community engagement program or project in 2022.  
Additional resources will be made available across the Confer-
ence to support this initiative.



Pr Adrian Raethel
NNSW Conference 
President

Firstly, what is PARL?  It is the Public 
Affairs and Religious Liberty depart-
ment of our Church and is repre-
sented by Pr Michael Worker for the 
Church in Australia and by newly 
appointed Pr Nick Kross at the South 
Pacific Division.  At a world church 
level, it seeks to present Adventist 
identity, message and mission to peo-
ple of influence such as presidents, 
prime ministers and government 
officials.  At the recent Australian 
Union Conference (AUC) constituency 
meeting, Pr Worker made the follow-
ing observations in his PARL report:

- The SDA Church in Australia is part 
of a loose affiliation of some 40 faith 

leaders, Christian legal experts and 
lobbyists.

- Our Church interacts with Freedom 
for Faith, a Christian legal think tank 
and the Institute for Civil Society, 
which advocates for civil society 
from a Christian perspective.

- Pr Worker and other church leaders 
have been involved in meetings with 
the Prime Minister, Attorney General, 
Cabinet Ministers, Opposition leader, 
Shadow Cabinet ministers and vari-
ous meetings with State Government 
leaders in New South Wales and 
Victoria.

- The AUC is actively advocating for 
positive protection for freedom of 
religion at Federal and State level and 
is signatory to a series of letters to the 
Prime Minister and Attorney General

- Pr Worker is working with the NSW 
Premier and the Attorney General 
to progress the Anti-Discrimination 
Amendment (Religious Freedoms and 
Equality) Bill 2020.

The AUC is also currently in a pro-
active conversation with the NSW 
Government about a road map to re-
open public places of worship within 
the State.  As part of this discussion, 
it is seeking to protect the individual 
rights and choices of people in re-
gards to vaccinations.  Further details 
will be shared as they come to hand.

I invite you to continue to pray 
for God’s guidance, leading and 
wisdom, especially for Pastors 
Worker and Kross as they lead 
the PARL department here in 
Australia and across the Pacific. 

Pr Abel Iorgulescu
NNSW Conference
General Secretary

The Coronavirus pandemic has dominated the headlines over the last 
months, but it isn’t the only thing happening in the world. News is hap-
pening outside of this crisis, and when one considers all the disasters and 
tragedies that are taking place, it’s very easy to become overwhelmed and 
discouraged. However, looking to Christ, not to the crisis, is a timeless 
principle that we find in the Scripture. For example, when God’s people 
were under threat, king Jehoshaphat came before God in prayer and with 
fasting, he said: “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon You” 
(2 Chron 20:12).   Jehoshaphat looked to the pre-incarnate Christ and not to 
the crisis, and great was the victory.

Now more than ever, we need to keep our eyes on Christ and not the crisis 
around us, and our hearts will be filled with peace and assurance that He 
will lead us safely home. In mentioning ‘news other than Covid’, allow me 
to share some updates from across the North NSW Conference.
   • We praise God for the 98 baptisms, 1 rebaptism and 11 professions of 
faith that occurred in the first 6 months of 2021.
   • The membership of the SDA church in the North NSW Conference was 
12,350 at the end of June 2021.
   • The Seventh-day Adventist Church in Australia and her various entities 
are participants in the National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child 
Sexual Abuse.
   • On 25 May 2021 the NNSW Exec Com approved the transition of ‘The 
Vine’ from ‘Group Status’ to Company in the sisterhood of churches in the 
NNSW Conference.
   • On 24 August 2021 NNSW Exec Com approved the application for the 
Community Church at the Bay Plant to be organised as an established 
Church in the sisterhood of churches in the NNSW Conference.
   • Due to the resignation of Pr Afi Tuaoi and Mr Sam Sooialo from the 
North NSW Executive Committee, the Appointments Committee met and 
appointed Pr David Cherry and Mr Doug Cloete as new members of the 
Executive Committee. They also became directors of the NNSW Church Ltd 
Board.
   • We are excited to inform you that after renting a facility for 23 years, 
Central Coast Community Church has purchased a building in the Wyong 
area. We praise God and thank the local church members, the North NSW 
Conference, and the SPD for their financial contributions.
   • THEEND.DIGITAL online evangelistic highlights
 - 186 people requested free offers connected with each topic.
 -  431 materials/books posted out to the 186 people.
 -  The series generated 8 Bible Study contacts.
 - 19 people texted to discuss the presentations.
 - Over 30,000 total episode views.

Albert Peter
Bible Worker, Bourke

I met Chris and his wife Cather-
ine in our Church shop in town. 
We became friends for nearly 
two years. Chris and I hung out 
chopping firewood throughout this 
winter. At some point I wanted to 
introduce Jesus, when opportunity 
for doing so, would come up in 
our conversation. I was sending 
encouraging Bible devotionals 
each morning. I was going to ask 
for Bible studies but I decided to 
wait for the right time. I prayed 
for them each day. They would 
ask a lot of questions about why 
we don’t eat pork, why we go to 
Church on Saturday instead of 
Sunday’s? Etc... While I was giving 
them brief answers, they admitted 
they have done their own re-
search and found out about what 
Adventist’s believe, including the 
Sabbath. They told me since they 
found out for themselves, they 
have been keeping the Sabbath 
and have stopped eating unclean 
meat. Boom!!! The right time. God 
answered my prayers. We started 
Bible studies and they have made 
a commitment for baptism. I am 
now taking them through The End 
series online. As soon as we finish 
this series we will arrange for 
their baptism. They are so excited 
about this truth and have been 
sharing it with their family mem-
bers. Now we have Catherine’s sis-
ter and brother and their partners 
studying with us. Please pray for 
Chris, Catherine and their three 
sons, Tamara, Caleb and Elvira.

Is Death the End? 
(Online Evangelistic Series)

Halloween is receiving more and 
more commercial and social inter-
est every year, opening up for us an 
incredible opportunity to share the 
Everlasting Gospel. In a world where 
those who have died seem more 
alive than dead for many people, this 
unique series will unpack the Bible 
truth about what happens after death, 
tackling the myths and sharing the 
real hope we can find in God’s Word.

When: October 18th – 29th

Where: https://theend.digital/

 Empower Discipleship Training

The North NSW Personal Ministries 
Department is offering Empower 
training to help equip you to fulfil the 
Great Commission. The classes will be 
powerful, practical, and empowering. 
Alongside classes will be practical 
faith building training that will bene-
fit any serious Christ follower. Who is 
the training for? All Christ followers. 
Is there any specific training for Sab-
bath School personnel? Yes. Save the 
date for this amazing opportunity to 
develop your understanding of God’s 
Word and your ability to share it. 
Applications are open now.

When: November 21st - 28th

Where: Hamilton Church

For more info: https://nnsw.adventist.
org.au/empower/

 
ARISE 2022

ARISE is a North NSW Conference 
Discipleship training program 
and is directed by the Personal 
Ministries Department. Arise has 
been running in partnership with 
Light Bearers Ministry since 2013. 
Arise increases confidence in God’s 
Word and in each individual’s 
call to the ministry of the Church. 
If you sense God’s Spirit calling 
you higher and you want to be an 
unashamed witness for Christ then 
we invite you to “Arise, shine, for 
your light has come”. 
Applications are open now.

When: February 7th – May 7th

Where: Kingscliff Church

For more info: https://www.light-
bearers.org/arise/australia/



During lockdown in Narrabri, 
The Local Aboriginal Land Coun-
cil distributed boxes of food bank 
packages to the local Indigenous 
families.  Jacqueline Jones (Chair-
person), Eddie Trindall (Board 
member) and Peau Afoa from the 
Narrabri Seventh-day Adventist 
church delivered food bank pack-
ages to 50 homes on the 2nd of 
September.  Lyn Trendall who is 
the CEO of LALC, is in the process 
of applying for more packages 
as she still receives requests 
from the community.  We are 
also expecting hygiene packages 
to arrive within two weeks to 
distribute.   

John Sanburg

It’s been a lesson in patience. After 
years of renting, the members of 
Central Coast Community Church 
(C4) finally own a place of their own. 
The previous church building in 
Wyong was sold 23 years ago and 
the funds invested for such a time 
as this. Along the way there a few 
opportunities which sadly didn’t 
eventuate, but C4 always had faith 
that God would provide in His own 
time. The “Petition for a Place (P4AP)” 
kicked off in earnest last year under 
Pr Michael Chapman (Chappo) as 
the congregation prayed and fasted 
and appointed a highly committed 
P4AP team to explore all possibilities. 
The momentum continued this year 
under Pr Matt Pearce,” Since coming 

by Treaci Greenaway as told to Julian 
Archer

When I was 15 months old, my 
mother had a terrible car accident 
with a truck carrying a load of sand. 
My mother was killed instantly, but I 
was thrown from the car and landed 
in the gutter, partially buried in sand. 
The rescue workers were thorough, 
but no-one thought to look for a baby 
in the sandpile.

A jogger saw me wriggling under the 
sand and dug me out and took me to 
hospital. I survived, obviously, but I 
had to learn to walk and talk again.

I grew up not believing in God, Satan, 
heaven, hell, Buddha or anything, 
but even as an adult I used to thank 
‘the Universe’ when good things 
happened. I felt like something was 
watching over me.

One night in 2018 I started to wonder 
if there is a God. I figured that if He 
is real, I’d be doing the right thing to 
search for Him, and if He’s not real, 
then I would probably enhance my 
life by searching for Him anyway, 
right?

I thought I was a pretty good person, 
always trying to look for the posi-
tive, though I was pretty nasty when 
taking revenge on people who hurt 
me. Hmmm.

I started to search for God. I liked the 
story of Jesus, so I looked at Christian 
churches. My research, and some 
church visits, told me that I didn’t 
want to study with Catholics, Baptists, 
or Evangelical/Pentecostal churches. 
I considered Jehovah Witnesses, but 
I was in no rush and figured they 
would come knocking on my door 
sooner or later anyway. Funnily 
enough, when I decided to look for 
God, they never visited.

In October 2019 I took some over-
seas visitors to Byron Bay and did a 
Google search for a vegetarian lunch 
spot. Manna Haven Café was the on-
line winner. The food and staff were 
incredible.

I later decided to spoil another 
friend with a feast at Manna Haven, 
on a Saturday, but I found that it was 
closed on Saturdays. What?! Why 
would a business not be open on one 
of the busiest days in Byron Bay?

We finally went on a weekday and 
my friend immediately picked up 
that it was a church. How did I not 
notice that last time? Then I real-
ised it was a Seventh-day Adventist 
Church and I thought, ‘Wow! these 
people are so committed to their 
faith that they close the café on the 
busiest business day. That’s real faith 
commitment.’

I sent an enquiry email to Ballina 
SDA Church and it led to many 
emails backwards and forwards 
with Pastor Dada Fialho. He invited 
me to church, but I worked Friday 
nights so I was too tired on Saturday 
mornings.

Dada invited me to a home Bible 
study group, but I couldn’t make 
it for one reason or another. I first 
attended on Wednesday, 18th No-
vember 2020. The first time I went 
to church was on the 2nd of January 
2021 at Alstonville. My attendance 
was a bit sporadic, but I also started 
private Bible studies with Dada’s 
wife Leticia on the 3rd of February.

A young guy, Jonno Ginn, took a 
sermon and he asked if anyone 
wanted to do Bible studies. I figured 
that if he wanted to learn to give 
Bible studies, then I may as well be 
his guinea pig, so we started on the 
18th of March.

By this stage I was having three lots 
of Bible studies, going to church 
most weeks and doing my own Bible 
reading. I began to recognise God’s 
voice, and He started convicting 
me on all sorts of things, ‘Throw 
out your cute little Buddha statues’, 
‘Stop smoking and swearing’, ‘Don’t 
be so revengeful’, ‘Take out your 
earrings’. It was a crazily difficult 
time, but God really helped to free 
me. I had so many questions for 
Dada and Leticia!

I thought that by actually doing 
studies and going to church that I 
had indeed given my heart to the 
Lord, but nope, that wasn’t the case, 
and upon realising this, I officially 
gave my heart to the Lord on the 
4th of April 2021.

Sometime later, Dada did a sermon 
and mentioned baptism, then he 
asked people to come to the front.  
So many people went forward that to C4 and a handover from Chappo, it 

was quite clear this building was the 
only option. As the church met and 
discussed the process of the sale it 
was at times slow and frustrating, but 
looking back one can see God’s lead-
ing. We were tempted to look else-
where but always came back to this 
building.” Central Coast Community 
Church acknowledges the assistance 
of SPD and NNSW Conference in the 
purchase. The acquisition, which is 
the former RTA building across the 
road from Oasis where C4 previous-
ly worshipped, ticked all the boxes. 
How ironic? In a building where fines 
were paid there will soon be grace & 
forgiveness.

I felt like I was the only one sitting in 
the seats, but I wasn’t moving. I didn’t 
want to go up the front because I still 
didn’t understand so much, but Dada 
personally asked me to come up with 
everyone else! I went, and we all 
prayed in a group. 

I did some more research and studies 
and on the 29th of April I realised 
that I needed to be baptised, so I let 
Dada know that I was ready when he 
was.

We kept on studying, and through it 
all I became a believer and realised I 
really needed to honour and re-
spect the Sabbath. I officially started 
honouring the Sabbath on Friday the 
2nd of July 2021.

So, I was literally buried once when I 
was a baby, but when was my second 
‘buried alive’ experience? On the 7th 
of August 2021 I was ‘buried alive’ in 
the waters of baptism and rose to a 
whole new life.

I look back now and realise that God 
has been with me my whole life, even 
when I didn’t know Him. What a 
blessing!

 



VEGAN CHICKPEA VEGGIE OMELETTE

- ½ cup chickpea flour (besan flour)
- ½ cup water

- 1 TBSP nutritional yeast
- 1 tsp grapeseed oil

- ½ tsp baking powder
- 1 tsp good quality tomato sauce

Method:
1. In a bowl mix together the chickpea flour, nutritional yeast 
and baking powder
2. In a separate bowl mix together the water, oil and tomato 
sauce
3. Pour the water mixture over the chickpea flour mixture and 
whisk well to combine. Try and get it as smooth as possible 
with no lumps (It will still work even if its a bit lumpy)
4. Season with salt, pepper and a little turmeric
5. Cut and dice your mushrooms, capsicum and spinach to 
desired size and mix through the chickpea mixture. Add olives 
and mix again. Add any other veggies you like at this point 
or use different vegetables than the ones I mentioned if you 
prefer.
6. Heat a frying pan with a little oil over medium heat. Pour 
mixture on to frying pan and cook for a few minutes on one 
side until you see bubbles forming on the top and the edges 
have started to brown. Flip the omelette carefully and cook 
on the remaining side for another 1-2 minutes.
7. The mixture makes one large omelette or two small ome-
lettes. I often double the recipe and use a ladle.
8. Serve with avocado and extra greens and toast (or wha-
tever you like) and eat straight away.

Find this recipe and lots more 
online at hazelandcacao.com

Read about Moses in the book of Exodus from the Bible and 
find all the words below!

With lockdowns and COVID we have re-
ceived many enquiries about whether we 
are open. YES!!! We are definitely open. And 
better yet, if you can’t come to us, we can 
freight whatever you want directly to you – 
regardless of where you are in North NSW.  
This includes books, Bibles, non-perishable 
food and drink. Better still, get together with 
your family and friends and place a joint 
order for all your essential vegetarian spe-
cialty foods. This can dramatically reduce 
freight costs.

If you are looking for a new Bible and you 
would like one with an Adventist orienta-
tion, we have just received new stock from 
the USA, and we have full ranges of each of 
the following:

- Andrews University Press – NKJV and NIV 
Study Bibles
- Oklahoma Press – KJV Academy and Mis-
sion Bibles, and NKJV Messenger Bibles
- Amazing Facts – NKJV Prophecy Bibles 
(including large print)
- Remnant Publications – KJV and NKJV – 
Platinum, Study, and Special Forces, includ-
ing the brand-new large print Platinum in a 
variety of colours.

Take a look at our new Bibles online, and if 
we can help you, get in touch.

You can order online at www.adventistbook-
centre.com.au, email us with your request to 
BBAF3@adventist.org.au, or phone us on 02 
4977 2444. 

Best wishes from the Better Books & Food 
Team

- pinch turmeric powder
- 2 mushrooms sliced
- ¼ capsicum diced

- handfull chopped spinach
- ¼ cup sliced black olives
- salt and pepper to taste

SEEDS in partnership with Warners Bay SDA church and Food 
Farmacy Church Plant team are offering FREE to individuals, 
families and community the LIFT project by Dr. Darren Mor-
ton: https://www.theliftproject.global/seeds/

This is an initiative to promote mental health to our communi-
ties during lockdown. This free offer lasts until December 31st, 
2021 and SEEDS is offering online community group facilita-
tors who are trained professionals and volunteers to encour-
age wellbeing and engagement during the sessions.

For more information about SEEDS and how to get involved 
visit www.seedsnewcastle.com.au

Ingredients: 



The ELIA Wellness Summit is a virtual event! Be inspired as you
hear presentations and participate in interactive sessions.

 
Learn from leading researchers and clinicians as they 
present a wide range of topics in Lifestyle Medicine.

BOOK NOW AT WWW.ELIASUMMIT.COM

Dr. Dianne
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Przybylko
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Prof. Roger
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Grant
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Dr. Daryl 
Cheng
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Enquiries
The NorthPoint Bulletin is printed 10 
times per year by the Adventist Church 
(North New South Wales Conference).

Editor Marta Rutkowska
Phone (02) 4951 8088
Email northpoint@adventist.org.au
Website nnsw.adventist.org.au

Contributions
We would love to share local news with 
the conference in print or online. Please 
send through relevant contributions to 
the above contact address.

Disclaimer: Articles express the opinions 
of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Don’t miss out on the 
excitement. Get the conference 
news straight to your inbox!
nnsw.adventist.org.au/
northpoint-bulletin

Visit our website for the latest 
news and events.
nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-
and-events

Subscribe to 
NorthPoint 
online!


