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The Newcastle Polish Church 
celebrated Pastor Jan and Ela Jankie-
wicz’s 60th wedding anniversary on 
Sabbath September 3. The couple 
were married on September 1, 1962, 
following their graduation from the 
Adventist Polish College of Theology 

Pastor Adrian Raethel
NNSW Conference president

After spending all of my primary school years in a state school grow-
ing up in Adelaide, my parents sacrificed to send me and several of my 
siblings to what was then Adelaide Adventist High School (now called 
Prescott College). They were some of the best years of my life. Good 
friends, chapel programs, Bible classes, off-campus activities and camps. 
But the aspect of Adventist Education that still sticks in my mind was the 
teachers; teachers who really cared, who went the extra mile, who stayed 
back to answer additional questions, who took us on outings and trips in 
their own time and who taught us about a loving God who died for us. It 
was during my high school years that I made my personal commitment to 
God and was baptized by Pastor Tom Potts in the Trinity Gardens Church.

What a precious gift God has given to the Adventist Church. Literally, what 
started with a dream has become—with God’s guidance and abundant bless-
ing—the largest Protestant school system in the world, with over 9000 institu-
tions in over 100 countries, educating over 2 million students each year. 

Here in Australia, we are blessed with 48 school campuses as well as 
13 early learning services providing authentic Christian education to 
nearly 17,000 students and young children. 

Zooming in even closer, the NNSW Conference currently has nine  
operating schools and two early learning centres educating over 
4000 students. School number 10, the Heights Learning Community 
(near Maitland) is scheduled to open later this year. 

In early September, Education Consultation 2 was held in Melbourne, 
bringing together administrators, education directors from the various 
levels of the Church organization and a representative group of pastors, 
teachers, chaplains and board directors to look at the future direction 
of Adventist Education in this country. Around 17 recommendations 
grew out of the Consultation, which will be addressed and implemented 
across our systems. One of the key outcomes is a commitment to see 
churches and schools work closer together for the purpose of mission.

A big thank you to the Schools Ltd CEO Dean Bennetts, his team at 
the head office in Cooranbong, our principals, leadership teams, teach-
ers and non-teaching staff across our Conference, who all contribute to 
the Education ministry. Are schools worth it? Absolutely.

Are they worth it?

What started with a 
dream has become, 
with God’s guidance 
and abundant 
blessing, the largest 
Protestant school 
system in the world.

We are very eager to release the news of the open-
ing of our new Adventist school, The Heights Learning 
Community, but for now, we too are waiting patiently 
to receive final approval from Maitland City Council to 
finish the final stage of renovation.

Over the past few months, a tribe of tireless work-
ers have helped turn an ageing school building into 
a beautifully renovated modern learning space. The 
dream of re-imagining the original Valley View School 
of the 1980’s is now beginning to take shape with 
two innovative junior school learning spaces, modern 
kitchen and amenities facilities and a large flexible de-
sign space that will one day soon invite eager learners 
to play, sing and make. 

“It looks like a completely different building, much 
larger than it used to be,” commented Ray, a longstand-
ing local of the Gillieston Heights area and committed 
volunteer of the Food Rescue program.

There is still much to do to get things ready for our 
planned opening in January 2023. This final Council ap-

proval will enable us to prepare the exterior upgrades of 
the school site with areas such as the children’s enclosed 
playground, updated secure fencing and an alternate 
carpark. This will subsequently enable us to add furniture 
and learning equipment to further provide more adap-
tive and collaborative opportunities for the children. 

We look forward to finally meeting the children, 
families and educators that will begin their learning 
journey with The Heights. We look forward to seeing 
our learners in their new uniforms learning with awe 
and wonder. We look forward to hearing the wonderful 
sounds of laughter and singing as they build friend-
ships and explore their creativity.

 With a new vision and a new view of education 
beyond the now, we hope to inspire the next generation 
to find greater meaning and their God-given purpose to 
impact their communities with a “higher aim and for the 
joy of service” (EGW, 1993). Until then, we—like Abra-
ham—will wait faithfully on God’s leading and seek His 
guidance for The Heights Learning Community.

Waiting to aim high

Jankiewicz family celebrates 
60th wedding anniversary

John Venegas
Foundation Principal
The Heights Learning Community, Gillieston Heights

Pastor David Stojcic
Pastor, Newcastle Polish SDA

and Humanities. After serving the 
Church in various leadership roles in 
Poland, Pastor Jankiewicz was called 
to serve in Newcastle, NSW, where 
he eventually retired in 2016.

When asked about the secret 
behind their 60 years of happy 
marriage, the couple highlights 
their faith in God, love for one an-
other, patience and forgiveness. 

New look,
same address.
Access the new NNSW Website on 
your computer or smartphone.

Scan the QR Code
or access nnsw.adventist.org.au



Tamworth Seventh-day Adventist Church
44 Dianne Street & Kent Street, Tamworth NSW 2340

TRAINING THE TRAINER 
WEEKEND

Depression & Anxiety Recovery Program 

Applications close 14th October

Presenter REGISTER HERE

www.nedleyhealth.com

7pm Friday 28th October to 4pm 30th October

Over the past 22 years, David Haupt (B.Th.,
MA Couns.), has worked with Australia’s most 
marginalised people for which he was awarded 
Australia’s Centenary Medal. He currently serves in 
the North NSW Conference as Pastor and Director 
for Adventist Community Services and ADRA. He 
further serves as Director and Trainer for the Nedley 
Depression and Anxiety Recovery Program.

Weeks of worship 
point students to Jesus
Pastor Alvin Schick
Chaplaincy Coordinator, NNSW Schools

Despite coming under a variety of names, WOW’s, WOSES, FLAGS and 
SWOMPS all mean one thing: weeks of worship, these weeks of worship are 
evangelistic programs for schools which speak and sing about Jesus and point 
young people to Him. 

Every year our nine schools across NNSW Conference conduct 15 weeks of 
worship for 4000 students, uplifting Jesus and, more importantly, giving chil-
dren and young people the opportunity to make a life decision to follow Him. 

We should not underestimate the potential of what our chaplains, teachers 
and students do in providing this opportunity for young people to connect 
with Jesus. It’s where life-long choices are made—it was at a week of worship 
in a small Adventist primary school that I decided to give my life to Jesus.

Our schools currently represent the greatest mission opportunity we have. 
Please pray continually for these schools, our dedicated chaplains, teachers 
and leaders, and the students.

More than 100 teens from 
Macquarie College, Avondale 
School, Central Coast Adventist 
School and local churches in the 
area gathered at Wallsend Church 

Pastor Adam Schulz
Associate Pastor, Wallsend SDA

Teen Rally 
at Wallsend 
Church and 
Macquarie 
College

for this year’s second Teen Rally. 
The school communities sup-

ported the event by providing buses 
and organising carpools, making it 
possible for the teens to attend. 

With a strong focus on youth 
ministry, the Wallsend Church 
has been creating spaces and op-
portunities for teens to connect 
with each other and with Jesus.

For the event, the church cre-
ated a comfortable space for this 
connection to happen around fire 
pits with marshmallows and table 
tennis. The team also prepared a 
delicious veggie BBQ and a selec-
tion of cold and hot drinks.

After filling bellies and connect-
ing socially, the teens were led into 

a meaningful time of worship. The 
welcome, worship music and spe-
cial items were all led out by the 
teens, followed by a challenging 
and inspiring message presented 
by Pastor Raul Moran.

There was an incredibly 
positive response to the program 
from those who attended. Many 
teens said they were looking 
forward to more similar events in 
the future. We are excited about 
what God is doing through this 
initiative and want to keep pro-
viding relevant and empowering 
spaces for teens across our di-
verse church and school commu-
nities to connect with each other 
and with Jesus. 



Newcastle Uni Church 
becomes a church company

Baptism in 
Bray Park

The Newcastle University Seventh-day Adventist group (Newcastle, 
NSW) officially became a church company on Sabbath, September 3.

A special service was held in the afternoon, attended by North New 
South Wales Conference (NNSW) president Pastor Adrian Raethel, church 
planting director Joseph Skaf, young adults director and associate pastor 
Blair Lemke, and senior Pastor Ernst William.

The group’s activities started in early 2019 with ASOC (Adventist Stu-
dents on Campus) initiatives for university students, including their first 
evangelistic series about Bible prophecies. Later that year, they had a few 
meetings at Warners Bay Seventh-day Adventist Church.

According to one of the church leaders Na Shen, “at the time when we 
first started, we only had one university student, and he was not Adventist 
at the time.”

The first official meeting at the University of Newcastle campus 
occurred in March 2020—the same weekend COVID-19 hit Australia. As 
Pastor Lemke remembers, “we had one meeting on campus, the very first 
launch of the group. Since that time we ran online for several months and 
then have been meeting in person at the campus since the restrictions 
have been eased by the government.”

According to Pastor Raethel, becoming a church company is a recog-
nition that the group is growing in their ministries. With the new status, 
they can also have representation in the decision-making processes of 
the Church, such as sending delegates to the next constituency meeting.

“A church company is officially recognised worldwide as an entity with-
in the Seventh-day Adventist Church. So now they are part of the sister-
hood of churches, and that is really exciting for the Newcastle university 
church company,” said Pastor Raethel.

According to Ms Shen, the achievement is exciting, but there is still 
much to be done. “It is a significant milestone, but I see it as just the be-
ginning. We have much more to grow, and just as God gave us this vision 
as we started, He will give us the vision for the future.”

There was much joy and 
excitement at Bray Park church 
on Sabbath, July 16, with the 
baptism of Amanda Harrison. 
Growing up in the church, Ms 
Harrison walked away from her 
faith as a teenager, but after 
years of prayers from her family, 
the now 37-year-old decided to 
commit her life to Jesus.

During the special service, Ms 
Harrison’s son Eli shared her fa-
vourite Bible verse from Proverbs 
22:6, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is 
old he will not depart from it.” 

After sharing the verse, she 
explained that it wasn’t just a day 
of commitment to Jesus for her 
but a day of also committing to 
bring her children up in God.

Henrique Felix
Editor, NorthPoint

Pastor Steven Teale
Pastor, Bray Park SDA

Summer camp Staff 
applications open now!

OCTOBER
7-9  Adventurer Camporee
22,23  Growing Together Summit  
  (for Participating Churches)
28-30  YAY Summit at Avondale

NOVEMBER
4-6   Western Youth Camp
18-20  Summer Camp Staff Retreat 

DECEMBER
13-18   Junior Camp

Visit the Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries Facebook Pages

for more details.

YOUTH AND YOUNG 
ADULTS CALENDAR

Camila Skaf
NNSW Health Director

The Food Farmacy church plant at the Atune Health Centre 
started its bi-weekly worship meetings on July 9th with a nutri-
tious Waffle brunch feast, followed by beautiful music and an ac-
tive Bible study led by Dr Russell Ing and Pastor Joseph Skaf. The 
group has counted on the support of a few community mem-
bers to befriend the visitors and support the hospitality team.

The efforts to involve the Atune Health professionals with 
the Food Farmacy health promotion programs and activities 
have led them to positive experiences and collaborative ef-
forts. Dr Libby, a Christian general practitioner, has participat-
ed in the CHIP program. Since then, she has recommended it 
to her patients living with chronic diseases and those with a 
high-risk profile.

She has become a facilitator for CHIP and LIFT programs 
and recently attended the Sabbath worship meeting and Bible 
study, saying she “really enjoyed it and will be a regular.”

Food Farmacy is a NNSW Conference centre of influence 
pilot, opened almost 12 months ago as a healing wellness 
bowl bar and cafe in the award-winning health clinic, Atune 
Health in Cardiff South. The cafe has hosted a wide range of 
educational health programs, workshops and social clubs for 
the patients and community. The beautiful ambience attracts 
people looking to restore bodies, minds and souls.

We are looking forward to your visit, and please keep the 
Food Farmacy hospitality team and the church plant team in 
your prayers.

To know more, check out <www.foodfarmacy.com.au>.

New church plant at 
Food Farmacy

Consulting Editor
Adrian Raethel

Editor
Henrique Felix

Cover
NNSW Education Archive

News & Photos
nnswcommunication@adventist.org.au

Phone (02) 4951 8088
Email nnsw.conf@adventist.org.au
Website nnsw.adventist.org.au

Publisher
The NorthPoint Bulletin is printed 10 times per year by the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church (North New South Wales 
Conference)

Disclaimer
Articles express the opinions of the authors and not necessarily 
those of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Contributions
We would love to share news from your local 
church with the Conference in print or online. 
Please send through relevant contributions 
to the NNSW Communications Department.

Don’t miss out on the excitement. Get the 
conference news straight to your inbox!

nnsw.adventist.org.au/northpoint-bulletin

Visit our website for the latest news and events.

nnsw.adventist.org.au/news-and-events

Subscribe now 
to northpoint 
online



Have you ever noticed that every disappointment or 
crisis, whether natural or not, entrusted in God’s hands, 
becomes an appointment? Look for instance to the 
experiences of Bible characters like Joseph and Daniel. 
Each disappointment they encountered, God used as an 
appointment. Has this Biblical principle ever changed?

Over the past few months parts of our Conference 
have been devastated with relentless and destructive 
flood waters. It far surpassed the floods we experi-
ence through cyclone Debbie in 2017. In some quar-
ters it was reported as a “one in five hundred year 
flood.” Is this a one-off event? Sadly not. The Austral-
ian Bureau of Meteorology predicts more destructive 
weather patterns in the future for the east-coast of 
Australia. Cyclone events are predicted to make land-
fall more in the South Qld-Northern NSW territories 
in the future.

As a Bible student I have learned one thing and 
that is that for every disappointment (crisis), God can 
turn it into an appointment! That is exactly what so 
many of our churches have done during the past flood 
episodes. God had placed our churches and their 
members right in the centre of the flood zones to act 
and live missionally. Here are just a few responses:

• Lismore Church was in the forefront of respond-
ing to the double devastation (floodwaters came 
through twice) that their community experienced. 
Pr. Tim Merritt and his Church opened their Church 
doors and the Adventist Community Service Op 
Shop — feeding, clothing and supporting evacuees 
as the SES boats dropped rescued members of the 
public on the doorstep of the church.

• Ocean Shores Church, although surrounded by 
water, opened their church facility to the commu-
nity where up to 70 people where accommodated.

• Kingscliff Church became the main hub for a 
multi-faith-based response to the floods, draw-
ing over 1000 volunteers daily, to respond to the 
needs of the community.

• Although Murwillumbah Church was inundated 
with water, half of their volunteer base cleaned 
their church out while the other half reached out 
into the community to be part of the mud-army.

• Other churches in the region were also involved.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each 
one of our pastors and their churches that responded 
in being the hands and feet of Jesus during this crisis. 
Also a special thanks to Sanitarium for their generous 
response to our call for assistance. Sanitarium respond-
ed twice with truckloads of products for the devastated 
area and it became the means by which our churches 
could reach into their communities to assist.

We thank ADRA Australia for their generous 
support of $25,000, providing financial assistance to 
our churches in their flood response. They provided 
a further $500 donation to families that had experi-
enced loss due to the floods

The NNSW Conference through the Adventist 
Community Services department, along with finan-
cial support from the Australian Union Conference, 
supported Adventist families and individuals who ex-
perienced loss and hardship during the floods, with a 
staggering $192,000.

The above is just a snippet of projects our church-
es are involved with in the NNSW Conference.

Adventist Community Services lead the church 
in North New South Wales Conference to embrace 
a broad range of outreach approaches that will 
deploy the full spectrum of believers in the respective 
congregations to use their individual and collective 
knowledge, experience, spiritual gifts, talents, and 
passions in reaching their community for Christ.

We hold the belief that God has already equiped 
your church to respond missionally to your community. 

If you would like to find out more about how your 
church could become involved, please contact the  
Adventist Community Service Director, David Haupt 
on 02 4951 8088, or email <DavidHaupt@adventist.
org.au>. If you would like to financially support this 
work with a tax-deductible donation, call (02) 4951 
8088 to setup a payment. Make sure that you select 
Adventist Community Services DGR Offering (NNSW).

Northern Rivers 
Flood Response
Pastor David Haupt
NNSW ADRA/ACS director


